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Be of good courage,
And He shall strengthen
your heart,
All you who hope in the
LORD.
Psalm 31:24

THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH
by Rev. Daniel Gilmore
District Superintendent
Greetings! Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge
of God, and of Jesus our Lord (2 Peter 1:2).

The Scriptures

I am praying for a fresh outpouring of holy fire from heaven to sweep
through God’s Church and our land. The Scriptures declare that the people of
God are ...the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth
(1 Timothy 3:15). In these days of fake news and individualized “truth.” May
Christ’s Church truly stand firm in THE TRUTH! Truth, of course, if it is truth is
not subjective, but absolute.

declare that the

The phrase, the truth, referring to Scriptural doctrine, is found often in the
New Testament, and the 1 Timothy 2:3-4 text quoted below is one of the
most distinct, indicating that fully embracing the truth is equivalent to being
saved. In his epistles to Timothy the Apostle Paul particularly emphasized the
preeminence of truth in the Gospel message. Here are a few examples:

...the church of

For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior; Who will
have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. (1
Timothy 2:3-4)
Speaking of false teachers: Forbidding to marry, and commanding to
abstain from meats, which God hath created to be received with
thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. (1 Timothy 4:3)
Describing the arguments of false teachers: Perverse disputings of men of
corrupt minds, and destitute of the truth... (1 Timothy 6:5)
Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. (2 Timothy 2:15)
Those who deny the resurrection ...concerning the truth have erred... (2
Timothy 2:18)
Righteous preachers speak: In meekness instructing those that oppose
themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth. (2 Timothy 2:25)
Of those who wantonly hold to their iniquity: Ever learning, and never able
to come to the knowledge of the truth. (2 Timothy 3:7)
Our Lord precisely described Himself as the Truth (John 14:6).
Let us live in these days as champions of our Lord the TRUTH. May we who
are light in the Lord: walk as children of light (Ephesians 5:8).

people of God are

the living God, the
pillar and ground
of the truth.
I Timothy 3:15

Please Note: Due to issues related to the corona virus lockdowns and
other uncertainties, the Dan Bohi Ministries have cancelled all events
through events September, 2020. This obviously means our district
wide Bohi Revival is cancelled. We hope to be able to reschedule this
event.
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Even though we follow Christ’s command, we should not expect to escape the storm. In
this passage of Scripture, the disciples were obeying His command, yet they encountered
the fiercest of storms and were in great danger of being drowned. In their distress, they
cried out for Christ’s assistance.
Christ may delay coming to us during our times of distress, but it is simply so our faith may
be tested and strengthened. His purpose is also that our prayers will be more powerful,
our desire for deliverance will be greater, and when deliverance finally comes we will
appreciate it more fully.
Gently rebuking His disciples, Christ asked, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no
faith?” (v. 40). In effect, He was saying, “Why didn’t you face the storm victoriously and
shout to the raging winds and rolling waves, ‘You cannot harm us, for Christ, the mighty
Savior, is on board’?”
Of course, it is much easier to trust God when the sun is shining than to trust Him when the
storm is raging around us. Yet we will never know our level of genuine faith until it is tested
in a fierce storm, and that is why our Savior is on board.
If you are ever to “be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power” (Ephesians 6:10), your
strength will be born during a storm.
With Christ in my vessel,
I smile at the storm.

devotional from "Streams In The Desert"

Christ said, "Let us go over to the other side" - not
"Let us go to the middle of the lake to be drowned."
Daniel Crawford

General Superintendent Emeritus Paul Cunningham Jr.
passed away 18 July 2020 at age 82.
“Dr. Paul Cunningham was a remarkable man — the epitome of
a Christian leader, preacher, churchman, friend, and mentor,”
said General Superintendent Fili Chambo. “Simply put, he
believed God, and that belief informed every aspect of his life
and ministry. The resulting integrity of his life lent authority to
his proclamation of the gospel message and consequently his
influence locally and globally, both in and outside the Church.”
Cunningham was born 27 August 1937 in Chicago, Illinois, to Paul Sr. and Naomi Cunningham. His family attended Chicago
First Church of the Nazarene, where he accepted Christ at age 12. During high school, he met Connie Seaman, whom he
later married on 23 May 1960. Paul graduated from Olivet Nazarene University with a history degree.

In 1961, the Cunninghams moved to Kansas City, Missouri, so Paul could attend Nazarene Theological Seminary. Upon
graduating from NTS in 1964, Paul became the pastor of Olathe Church of the Nazarene, a small church with only 46
members that had been through four pastors in five years. Paul served there for nearly 30 years, and membership grew to
over 3,000 by 1993.

A month after accepting the pastorate in Olathe, Paul attended the 1964 General Assembly in Portland, Oregon. He listened
as the assembly voted to start two new liberal arts colleges and felt an urge from the Lord to start one in Olathe. He
approached a local leader, R.R. Osborne, and together they convinced a group of business leaders to donate land and help
secure local support. The land became MidAmerica Nazarene College (now University), which welcomed its first students in
1968.

From 1968 to 1993, Paul served as the spiritual shepherd to students, faculty, staff, and many residents of the area. He and his
wife welcomed students to their home, provided guidance, and influenced thousands for Christ.“Paul Cunningham was a
true shepherd servant whose passion for his Lord was reflected in his love for the church, people around the world, and a
vision that birthed our university,” said MNU President David Spittal. “We extend our condolences to his wife, Connie, and
family and share the gratitude of the university family and all whose lives have been changed by his leadership, influence,
and legacy of faithful service.”

At the 23rd General Assembly in 1993, Paul was elected to the Board of General Superintendents. Initially, he wrestled with
the idea of leaving College Church, and he took the night to pray about the election before accepting.

During his time as a

general superintendent, he and Connie continued to work as a team. Connie was one of the first general superintendent
spouses to travel alongside her husband.

In a Holiness Today article honoring to his service as a general superintendent, Frank Moore wrote, “Paul Cunningham has
served
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Superintendents. His passion for the Great Commission and lost souls, fueled by the expanded vision of that first missions
offering, has challenged the global church to action.”

Paul retired at the 2009 General Assembly after 16 years of service on the Board of General Superintendents and 45 years
of ministry.Paul is survived by his wife, Connie Cunningham, daughters Lori Wegley and Connie Jo Mason, son, Paul Mark
Cunningham, sister Joanne Carlson, seven grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren.

A celebration of life will take place at 3 p.m. on 30 August 2020 at College Church of the Nazarene in Olathe, Kansas.

NMI GIVING
PROJECT

S
'
O

WH
YOUR
BUDD
Y?
This year our NMI project will be to help international NMI delegates with expenses in coming to
General NMI Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana, in June 2023 Many international delegates are
unable to come to the convention due to the travel costs. We want to be sure that every person
who is elected as a delegate to the General NMI Convention is able to come! The goal is $700.00
for each church. Please send your checks to: Jan Crockett, District NMI Treasurer PO Box 6822
Traverse City, MI 49696
NOTE: The deadline has been extended until next year.

Did You Pray for Nazarene Missionaries Today?
The Prayer Mobilization Line is the best way to stay up to date with prayer needs for the Church
of the Nazarene around the world. To access, go to www.nazarene.org/nmi/prayer and scroll
down to the bottom of the page to subscribe for English, Portuguese, and Spanish versions.
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