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For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;
but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
I Corinthians 1:18

SPRING TRAINING FOR THE CHRISTIAN
By Rev. Dan Gilmore
February already! Is time actually speeding up? Ash Wednesday falls
on February 17th this year and that day marks the beginning of the
season of Lent. For many (including me), Lent traditionally has not
been a significant part of Church experience. Certainly, I am not
trying to change any traditions here, but I would say that in the last
several years I have begun to appreciate this time of the year to
refocus on the core principles of our redemption.

Since I now have the whole of
Spring to focus on the cross
(indeed, it is my focus the whole
year through, but I speak of
retooling), I don’t get anxious
about sandwiching the crucifixion
between Palm Sunday and Easter

I heard a pastor describe the Lenten Season as, “Spring Training for
the Christian.” Baseball fans will appreciate the metaphor. For me it
has been a time as a pastor that I can examine and commit anew to the
core command of my call to preach; that is, “To Preach Christ,
Crucified.” It is interesting to me that God did not specifically
command us to preach Christ, resurrected, or Christ, incarnated, or
Christ, glorified, etc. We must, of course, preach about all those great
themes of our redemption. But, surely, the specific command to
preach the crucifixion is mainly due to the flesh-displeasing nature of
crucifixion. It is the theme of our redemption that could easily be
abandoned.
We are called to live the crucified life and to preach the crucified
Christ. Count as precious whatever helps to center and strengthen you

anymore.
Two common beatitudes which
are focused upon through Lent are
humility and repentance. May we
be refreshed in the command:
Humble yourselves in the sight of
the Lord, and he shall lift you up
(James 4:10). In humility we turn
from (repent of) our pride.
Wondrously, we are then in a place
to be lifted up by His mighty, sindestroying, grace. Glory to His
name!

in that holy calling.

UPCOMING VIRTUAL NMI EVENTS

Registration is
required for each
event

NYI VIRTUAL LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Registration is
required for this
event

NYI Virtual Leadership Conference, March 1 & 2 – That’s right, the NYI
Leadership Conference has gone virtual this year, so you can attend
from the comfort of your own home. This is a wonderful opportunity to
participate if you’ve never been able to get away and attend in the past!
The cost is $25 if you register by February 1st and $35 after that.
Registration closes on February 18th. This event is open to all NYI
leaders. The schedule, speakers, and registration information can be
found here
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Do you know a high school student
who might be interested in
information about Olivet? Olivet
Nazarene University is excited to
present the "Great People Know
Great
People"
advocacy
partnership. They are asking for
people to recommend high school
students in your circle of influence
to attend Olivet. Not only will you
be moving forward the mission of
Olivet, "Education with a Christian
Purpose," but you will also have
opportunities to get free Olivet
swag! Check out the different items
and recommend your first student.
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Tickets are available here
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The latest issue of NCM Magazine is
now online! We are excited to share
stories of Nazarene churches who
are serving with Christ’s compassion
around the world.
See how churches
are spreading hope.
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Feb. 18 - DIstrict Advisory Board Meeting @ Traverse City COTN
Feb. 28 - NMI Leaders Training Event - Virtual
Mar. 1-2 - NYI Leadership Conference - Virtual
Mar. 21 NMI Virtual Event with Kay Browning
March 28 - PALM SUNDAY
April 4 - EASTER SUNDAY
April 17 - Ladies' Day at Olivet Nazarene University
April 23 & 24 - District Assembly @ Clare COTN
May 8 - ONU Commencement
May 15 - NMI Convention, SDMI & NYI Mini Conventions
Oct. 7 - Prime Time & Grandparents Day @ ONU
October 8-9 - District Women's Retreat - Lakeside Resort in Houghton Lake
October 22-24 - Homecoming @ ONU
Dec. 11 - Pastor's Family Christmas Gathering - West Bay Beach Resort, Traverse City
Note: COVID restrictions may change some of these events.
Camp events and dates are still being determined.
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