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I Love to Tell the Story
Dan Gilmore, District Superintendent

Passion week is the commemoration and redemptive celebration of the most
consequential week in human history. We commemorate Messiah’s coronation as
Emmanuel on Palm Sunday, when “perfect praise” lifted by children, declared that
Jesus is Hosanna (Jehovah Savior). On Good Friday we commemorate the core
message of the Gospel that Emmanuel finished the work of redemption on the cross of
Calvary. The Father made the Son (Jesus) to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus (2 Corinthians 5:21). And on
Easter we celebrate the empty tomb, which testifies, that for mankind, Emmanuel won
the victory over sin, death, and hell. ...Death is swallowed up in victory. O death,
where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory (1 Corinthians 15:54b-55)?

This is the center of the Gospel, the theme of our witness as Christ’s Church, and the
joy of the blood-washed throng! The words of the Katherine Hankey hymn, I Love to
Tell the Story, express it so well... “And when in scenes of glory I sing the new, new
song, ’Twill be the same old story That I have loved so long. I love to tell the story!
’Twill be my theme in glory To tell the old, old story Of Jesus and His love.”

The Lord is risen! He is risen, indeed! Happy Easter!

https://www.nmdnaz.org/
https://nazarene.org/news
https://www.holinesstoday.org/
https://holinesstoday.podbean.com/
https://subsplash.com/u/northernmichigandistrict/give
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We are praying for God’s abundant blessing on your districts, churches, and local communities as we
look ahead to the 2026 Easter season. Now is the time to prepare to unite with thousands of
Nazarenes across the USA and Canada in the 2026 Half-Million Mobilization — praying from Easter
through Pentecost and beyond for the Spirit’s guidance and empowerment as we focus on Becoming
Christlike Disciples.

Order your 2026 Prayer Journals today to lead your congregation in this focused time of prayer! 
Free 8-Week Sermon Series  also available.

P r a y i n g  f r o m  E a s t e r  t h r o u g h  P e n t e c o s t

Order Your 2026 Prayer Journals!

In the Kitchen” helps kids understand different ways that we, as followers
of Jesus, allow God to shape us to become more like him on our journey
to become Christlike disciples.
There are 5 Resources designed for Kids and Families:

 8 Early Childhood lessons - includes activities and printables
 8 Elementary Worship Services - includes printables, presentation
slides, and instructional video
 8 Kids' Moments - accompany the adult sermons
Journey Jam: A Family Prayer Experience
 50 Devotions for Kids and Families

In the Kitchen New FREE resources from USA/Canada KIDS

resources

Many of our churches have clothing and food outreaches. A couple have community gardens, and thankfully many pack Crisis
Care Kits, School Pal Paks and Operation Christmas Child boxes, and these are wonderful! I encourage you to be involved, but
what are you doing personally in the name of compassion? Do you have an elderly neighbor who needs help with yard clean
up? Maybe you know of a cancer patient whose family would benefit from a home cooked meal. Does that stressed out check-
out person at the grocery store need a kind word? Compassion should be a part of our daily lives.

As we walk our Journey of Grace, NDI’s second principle is Compassionate
Outreach. Copied from the NDI Handbook: “God’s compassionate and redemptive
love is foundational to discipleship and the appropriate motivation for Christian
outreach. Compassionate outreach reveals God’s love for humanity. God is
continually reaching out to prepare people’s hearts to receive salvation. It is a
disciple’s care for non-believers, both local and global, that places a face and
hand to God’s grace and love. Therefore, a disciple’s authentic and loving
relationship with non-believers is essential to communicating the beauty of God’s
grace and salvation. Outreach is every disciple’s calling. Every disciple, faithfully
living and loving like Jesus, is to be engaged in nurturing genuine relationships with
others. Through a disciple’s prayerful and compassionate action, God is reaching
out and preparing hearts to receive salvation. When disciples are in relationship
with non-believers, they are obeying Jesus’ command to go into all of creation to
proclaim the Good News (Mark 16:15).”

Rev. Ann Salyer
District NDI President

There is a wonderful video series featuring Dr. David Busic (General Superintendent) called “Way, Truth, Life-Discipleship as a
Journey of Grace” that you can locate on Vimeo. The first one is labeled “WTL 1 Introduction”. Use this link or scan the QR code
below to access this video. Each session is 10-15 minutes long. Also, ask to join our private NMD NDI Facebook Group and keep up
with daily prayer requests and current updates on the Journey. NMD NDI | Facebook
Looking forward to seeing you all at the NMI/NDI/NYI Convention!

https://t.e2ma.net/click/k50wmm/w69pkeab/gulmq2b
https://t.e2ma.net/click/k50wmm/w69pkeab/wmmmq2b
https://t.e2ma.net/click/k50wmm/w69pkeab/wmmmq2b
https://usacanadaregion.org/kids/child-discipleship
https://vimeo.com/720303517
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2051857385070052


The Nazarene Missions Project Toolkit makes it easy to inspire prayer, generosity, and action
around featured missions projects!

The kit includes ready-to-use FREE digital and printable resources like videos, social media
posts, newsletter templates, flyers, signage, and more—making promoting a missions project
simple and effective!

Sign up for the toolkit by emailing missionsprojects@nazarene.org
View the featured missions projects: Featured Projects

Save the Date: Ignite the Cause  | January 3-6, 2027

Energize your church around Global Missions

Mark your calendars for the inaugural Ignite the Cause, January 3-6, 2027. This first-ever
event, hosted by USA/Canada Mobilization, will bring together participants from across
the USA and Canada for powerful worship, mission discernment, and spiritual formation.
Ignite the Cause invites you to explore God’s Word, hear stories about what God is doing
in the world, and be a part of his mission. Through dynamic sessions with a global
perspective, practical workshops, and intentional mentorship, you'll discover how God has
uniquely equipped you for his mission—whether locally, regionally, or globally.

Be part of this groundbreaking event as we launch a new generation of missionaries and
Kingdom leaders to impact the world.  More details coming soon!

Cal l ing al l  young adults ages 18-28

MULTIPLY CULTURE
Movements grow when leaders are discovered, developed, and deployed. Over the next 3–4 years, the Multiply Collective
is pursuing clear, measurable goals to catalyze church multiplication across the USA/Canada Region. We are praying for
and working toward 78 District Church Multiplication Catalysts who champion planting across every district. We aim to
raise up 780 Regional Catalytic Multiplication Leaders—pastors and lay leaders who call others into the mission. We are
developing 40 Certified Church Planting Coaches to mentor and guide new planters. And together, we are believing God
for 200 new churches planted every year—because new churches reach new people with the gospel.
 MULTIPLY OPPORTUNITIES
Prayer Needs
We invite you to join us in prayer over these areas.

Funding to accelerate church multiplication in the USA/Canada Region
Church planters to be raised up for the harvest
Growing networks of multiplication-minded leaders at every level of our denomination

Regional Assessment Centers 2026
ONU Field / March 5-7 / Valparaiso, IN
NNU Field / March 26-28 / Seattle, WA
TNU Field / July 30-August 1 / Batesburg, SC
SNU Field / September / Oklahoma City, OK
MVNU Field / November 12-14 / Piqua, OH

Listen to the Multiply Collective podcast 
Apple Podcast:
https://podcasts.apple.com/.../called-to.../id1872789463...
Amazon Music:
https://music.amazon.com/.../5499c4bc-02b9-48bc-85ec...
And follow on Facebook

In the past few months, we’ve seen God move
in incredible ways as we expand the
infrastructure for a church multiplication
movement across the USA and Canada. We
are celebrating what God is doing to create a
multiplying movement on our region.

mailto:missionsprojects@nazarene.org
https://t.e2ma.net/click/k50wmm/w69pkeab/05rmq2b
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/called-to-multiply/id1872789463?i=1000747077315
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmusic.amazon.com%2Fpodcasts%2F5499c4bc-02b9-48bc-85ec-1822fb423e28%3Fcontent_source%3Dfb%26fb_content_id%3DQ9-wBQGSz-q0MlIpQAr12B6EOrXEpASjXUvs_eNT9VzYB7FT7vbzGAE9DVOgqTjObJSi%26channel_type%3Dfb%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExdk5MVmpZaGRlaWNoTVVoY3NydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR4UOzSD5eROw-4s3fS1TWbyxNrD1M1PpI4f8urS0vqB01qU9UUrMGzGg6haSg_aem_qAqCbbipKBnjZnD-XBCzFw&h=AT5tlGDNzFdIU0W95GAaglKxeAJCh9xz6JiLfBVqJh69NAuBd6dInawZnZHcxVH7eKSK2qv1GqQSg3DNJoX8sKUtB9nSy-x4OKKvik89l8F2HWBN3lKLluJ9rT_Rz5MFOw36ZllgHJdTrcD8oDqHL_RKdhQCysM&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT4zDO-RL7YBxJ30N1N8QpjMxlh5gBeRJXBzTeN-v0_9PfSugNtKlZjaM09dpDF_gciOKTqBYCrIHGJv6XISNO7bhLEA3pA3Y2QPX-xT3xDnGd7u4SqusPnD9M4kXkQoz4ZpofTQHaf3T7HDVkosotTCzjYYfu2S8DmTcelLaA035ieaebJnYMi3319jp2MgXZIwIU1tegIS_LTAQQ9twc1BUlexyw
https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=multiply%20collective


God has given everyone of us gifts; these gifts are
given not to make us look great, but to bring glory to
Him. Celebrate Life is a youth event designed to help
students find the gifts they have, develop those
talents, and discover how God can use them to build
his Kingdom.

Kristen Lucke: Phone: 231-357-1651
e-mail: kristen.lucke78@gmail.com

celebrate life information registration NMD/NYI website video

For more information contact 

upcomingupcomingupcoming
eventseventsevents

2027
JAN 3-6 - IGNITE THE CAUSE

APRIL 9-10 - DISTRICT ASSEMBLY & CONVENTIONS

JUNE 25-JULY 3 - GENERAL ASSEMBLY & CONVENTIONS- KANSAS CITY, MO

PALCON (Pastors & Leaders Conference) is coming to
the ONU (Central) region in the summer of 2026! Mark
your calendars now to attend and enjoy God's
presence as we are "One Heart" in Blessing Our
Community, Bringing People to Jesus and Becoming
Christlike Disciples. These gatherings are designed for
clergy, both assigned and unassigned, who are serving
on the front lines of ministry.

S a ve  t h e  D a t e  f o r  PA L C O N
June 3-5, 2026: Olivet Nazarene University (Bourbonnais, IL)

Palcon Info

2026
APRIL 3 - GOOD FRIDAY

APRIL 5 - EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 17-18 - DISTRICT ASSEMBLY & CONVENTIONS - CADILLAC CHERRY GROVE 

MAY 9 - OLIVET COMMENCMENT

MAY 14-16 - REGIONAL CELEBRATE LIFE - OLIVET NAZARENE UNIVERSITY

JUNE 3-5 - PALCON - ONU

JULY 1-5 - NYC - SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

JULY 27-31 - CHILDREN’S CAMP - MANTON CHRISTIAN CAMP

JULY 31-AUG 2 - FAMILY CAMP - MANTON CHRISTIAN CAMP

AUGUST 26 - CLASSES BEGIN AT ONU

OCTOBER 9-10 - WOMEN’S RETREAT - TIMBER WOLF LAKE CAMP - LAKE CITY, MI

Regional Celebrate Life - May 14-16, 2026 
Olivet Nazarene University

https://celebratelife.olivet.edu/
https://cl.olivet.edu/register.php?dpwd=BAGU2Y7W
http://www.nmdnyi.com/celebrate-life.html
https://celebratelife.olivet.edu/about/
https://palcon.org/
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