
District Website Global Nazarene News Holiness Today Magazine Holiness Today PodcastsOnline Giving

When I was in college we were challenged to find a “Life

Verse.” In essence this was to be a passage that would

define our direction and ministry for life. At the time I

wondered how effective I would be in accomplishing that

task. It would have been easy to pick a favorite verse and

call it good. That would complete the assignment and it

may have never been thought of again. I’m thankful that I

decided to take the task more seriously. After both thought

and prayer, I felt led to Proverbs 3:5-6 – Trust in the Lord

with all your heart; and lean not unto your own

understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he

shall direct your paths.

That exercise has proven to be very valuable. I do believe

that I was led by the Holy Spirit to that text, it has guided

my prayers and decision making processes for 40+ years.

I am particularly thankful that I have been conditioned to

acknowledge the Lord in everything I do, contemplate, and

undertake. Acknowledging Christ is multidirectional, it

includes “making Him known” and “seeking His direction.”

It involves a continuing, even unending, conversation with

Him. And it establishes a life purpose to bring glory to Him.

All of those priorities have been on my heart since that life

changing assignment. Praise the Lord.
PROVERBS 3:5-6

Trust in the Lord with
all your heart and lean
not unto your own
understanding. 

 In all your ways
acknowledge Him and
He shall direct your

paths. 
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The Cycle of Resurgence theme

for 2026 is “Becoming Christlike

Disciples.” Let’s purpose to trust

Christ fully in these days. Let’s

purpose to turn from our opinions

and understandings and daily turn

to His eternal Word. And let’s

purpose to ACKNOWLEDGE Him in

all we are and do. Finally, let’s do

these things while journeying with

others.

Acknowledg ing H im in a l l  we are and do .
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- It’s not just Sunday School anymore.- It’s not just Sunday School anymore.

When I joined the church of the Nazarene in 1999, they had

something called SSM. Here is a brief history from the NDI

Handbook that some of you might remember: “Discipleship

has always been an important part of the Church of the

Nazarene...In its earliest years, discipleship was included in

General Assembly Committee on Sunday Schools. Then,

discipleship was championed in the Department of Church

Schools which was organized in 1928. This took a new name in

1977 as the Division of Christian Life and was divided into

three departments: Adult Ministries, Youth Ministries, and

Children Ministries. In 1981 the name was expanded to

Christian Life and Sunday School and known by the

abbreviation CLSS. The name was shortened in 1990 to

Sunday School Ministries and known by the abbreviation

SSM.

However, in 2008 the name again expanded to Sunday School

and Discipleship Ministries International and known by the

abbreviation SDMI. Its aim was to move beyond ‘one size fits

all’ classes to a resolute 24/7 preparation of children, youth

and adults to follow Jesus as His personal disciples. The

desire was to equip all of us to pursue a Christlike way of life

in the fulfillment of the Great Commission and the Great

Commandment. However, in 2022 there was a need to better

align SDMI with the new denominational focus on Nazarene

Discipleship as a Journey of Grace. We think this is best

expressed in our newest name “Nazarene Discipleship

International” and abbreviated as NDI.” 

I believe many of us missed the shifts and still just see it as

Sunday School reporting. It is much, much more. Over the

next few months, we will be sharing just how deeply SDMI

should be impacting our churches and our lives with their

five-core discipleship-centered activities: Fervent Prayer,

Compassionate Outreach, Comprehensive Bible Learning,

Intentional Mentoring & Equipping, and Authentic

Relationships. Hop on board the ‘Journey of Grace’.

The Global Week of Prayer is March 1-7.  We will continue on Sunday, March 8th with our

Annual Missionary Prayer Zoom Call from 4-6 p.m. ET. Included on that call will be our

new LINKS missionary Ana Crocker De Diaz representing Mesoamerica, our District

Missionaries the Camacaros representing Eurasia, the Mullens representing Asia Pacific,  

the Amstrongs representing South America, and Kunene Musa representing Africa. 

Mark your calendar for our Annual Missionary Prayer Zoom Call

Sunday - March 8, 2026  from 4 to 6 pm

Rev. Ann Salyer is the pastor at
Escanaba Lighthouse COTN

and serves as the NMD NDI President

Click here for all things NDI

Click here to access NDI’s facebook,

instagram, podcasts, and other useful links

NDI 

Click here to join the prayer call.

https://nazarene.org/ndi/
https://linktr.ee/NazareneDiscipleship
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87431008219?pwd=3J5UtCo52PM71S3DAJNB7fm4yUgHRF.1


R e g i o n a l  R e s o u r c e s

The Church of the Nazarene has some great resources that some of you may not

be aware of.  Bailey Friberg is the Communications Partner Coordinator for the

USA/Canada Region.  In a recent Holiness Today podcast Bailey talks about some

of these resources and how they can be utilized to expand ministry in our local

congregations and communities.  You can listen to this podcast at any of the

following links. Also, click on the icons below to learn more about these resources.  

If you would like to contact Bailey she would be happy to help you with any

questions you may have. 

Apple PodcastsYouTube Music Amazon Music

bfriberg@usacanadaregion.org

Your church’s first impression happens online.

Your website is where people discover your church, like what they

see, trust your leadership, and engage with your ministry. That’s

why The Church of the Nazarene has partnered with Ministry

Designs to provide every USA/Canada church an affordable, high-

quality website — built for you, starting at only $25.00 per month.

This includes website buildout, website training, media storage,

access to three fully customizable design kits, and more.   

Click here to see if this could be a good resource for your church. 

Often before someone visits your building, they visit your website.

PodbeanSpotify

You can learn more by joining
Ministry Designs’ hosted webinars
by clicking HERE to register.

https://www.upward.org/churchofthenazarene/
https://usacanadaregion.org/kids
https://nazarene.outreach.com/
https://app.blesseveryhome.com/
https://gloo.com/about
https://alphausa.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-holiness-today-podcast/id1643996832
https://music.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM_rYQn2n8hjG8X44TCnXy3WSMHuBJb7E
https://music.amazon.com/podcasts/0804cf09-dea0-4154-90e2-26639e488284/the-holiness-today-podcast
mailto:bfriberg@usacanadaregion.org
https://nazarene.ministrydesigns.com/
https://www.podbean.com/media/share/pb-krmss-1a2fb90
https://open.spotify.com/show/3TwKiDSrUAVpsG3Xr4vntq
https://t.e2ma.net/click/k50wmm/w69pkeab/01kmq2b
https://alphausa.org/youth-ministry/


With 2025 coming to a close, we pause to give thanks and praise to God for all He
has done as we continue the work of Bringing People to Jesus. We have witnessed
lives transformed, hearts renewed, and souls welcomed into the Kingdom, and we
rejoice in His faithfulness.

As we step into 2026, we build on this foundation with a renewed
emphasis on Becoming Christlike Disciples. This is not a shift away but a
deepening of the work God has already begun — drawing people to Jesus
and walking with them as they grow in their faith. We are grateful to
partner with NDI and eagerly anticipate all that God will accomplish in and
through us in the year ahead.

Becoming Christlike Disciples - 2026

The new year is a great time to refocus on what is important and set our sights on what is

ahead. This year, let’s look to the future. Discipling the next generation is our high calling.

Start this year with determination and passion to disciple every child that walks into your

church. Reevaluate the places you spend time, energy, and money and make a commitment

to invest in children in 2026 like never before!

These are exciting days in the area of child discipleship in the Church of the Nazarene! May
God bless you as you disciple the children in your church! 
For more information about USA/Canada Kids, contact Rev. Trey or Candice Brooks,

regional child discipleship advocate, at kids@usacanadaregion.org

District Assembly and Conventions

Friday - Saturday, April 17-18, 2026
Cadillac Cherry Grove Church of the Nazarene

8450 S. 29 Mile Road - Cadillac, MI

RESOURCES

Friday 
9:00am - Delegate Registration Begins
10:00am - Conventions Begin
7:00pm - Ordination Service

Saturday
7:30am - Delegate Registration Begins
8:30am - Assembly Begins

Dr. Filimão Chambo
General Superintendent

Pre-order your 2026 Prayer Journals today to lead your congregation in this focused time of prayer! 
Free 8-Week Sermon Series  also available.

Now is the time to prepare to unite with thousands of Nazarenes across the USA and Canada in the 2026 Half-Million
Mobilization — praying from Easter through Pentecost and beyond for the Spirit’s guidance and empowerment as we focus on
Becoming Christlike Disciples.

mailto:kids@usacanadaregion.org
https://www.usacanadaregion.org/cycle-of-resurgence/becoming-christlike-disciples
https://t.e2ma.net/click/k50wmm/w69pkeab/gulmq2b
https://t.e2ma.net/click/k50wmm/w69pkeab/wmmmq2b
https://t.e2ma.net/click/k50wmm/w69pkeab/wmmmq2b


God has given everyone of us gifts; these gifts are
given not to make us look great, but to bring glory to
Him. Celebrate Life is a youth event designed to help
students find the gifts they have, develop those
talents, and discover how God can use them to build
his Kingdom.

Kristen Lucke: Phone: 231-357-1651
e-mail: kristen.lucke78@gmail.com

celebrate life information registration NMD/NYI website video

For more information contact 

District Celebrate Life - February 28, 2026 
Beaverton Church of the Nazarene 

9:00am - 3:00pm

Regional Celebrate Life - May 14-16, 2026 
Olivet Nazarene University

upcomingupcoming
eventsevents

2026
FEB 28 - DISTRICT CELEBRATE LIFE - BEAVERTON COTN

APRIL 3 - GOOD FRIDAY

APRIL 5 - EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 17-18 - DISTRICT ASSEMBLY - CADILLAC CHERRY GROVE 

MAY 14-16 - REGIONAL CELEBRATE LIFE - OLIVET NAZARENE UNIVERSITY

JUNE 3-5 - PALCON, ONU

JULY 1-5 - NYC - SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

JULY 27-31 - CHILDREN’S CAMP - MANTON CHRISTIAN CAMP

JULY 31-AUG 2 - FAMILY CAMP - MANTON CHRISTIAN CAMP

2027
APRIL 9-10 - DISTRICT ASSEMBLY

JUNE 25-JULY 3 - GENERAL ASSEMBLY - KANSAS CITY, MO

PALCON (Pastors & Leaders Conference) is coming to

the ONU (Central) region in the summer of 2026! Mark

your calendars now to attend and enjoy God's

presence as we are "One Heart" in Blessing Our

Community, Bringing People to Jesus and Becoming

Christlike Disciples. These gatherings are designed for

clergy, both assigned and unassigned, who are serving

on the front lines of ministry.

S a ve  t h e  D a t e  f o r  PA L C O N
June 3-5, 2026: Olivet Nazarene University (Bourbonnais, IL)

Palcon Info

https://celebratelife.olivet.edu/
https://cl.olivet.edu/register.php?dpwd=BAGU2Y7W
http://www.nmdnyi.com/celebrate-life.html
https://celebratelife.olivet.edu/about/
https://palcon.org/

