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A Devotional from Streams in the Desert

The land you are...to take possession of is a land of mountains and valleys that drinks rain from heaven. It
is a land the LORD your God cares for: the eyes of the LORD your God are continually on it from the

beginning of the year to its end. (Deuteronomy 11:11-12)

Today we stand at the threshold of the unknown.
Before us lies a new year, and we are going forward
to take possession of it. Who knows what we will
find? What new experiences or changes will come
our way? What new needs will arise? In spite of the
uncertainty before us, we have a cheerful and
comforting message from our heavenly Father: “The
LORD your God cares for [it]; the eyes of the
LORD...are continually on it from the beginning of
the year to its end”

The Lord is to be our Source of supply. In Him are
springs, fountains, and streams that will never be
cut off or run dry. To those who are anxious comes
the gracious promise of our heavenly Father: If He is
the Source of our mercies, mercy will never fail us.
No heat or drought can dry the “river whose
streams make glad the city of God” (Psalm 46:4)

Yet the land we are to possess is a land of valleys
and hills. It is not all flat or downhill. If life were
always smooth and level, the boring sameness
would weigh us down. We need the valleys and the
hills. The hills collect the rain for hundreds of
fruitful valleys. And so it is with us!

It is the difficulty encountered on the hills that
drives us to the throne of grace and brings the
showers of blessing. Yes, it is the hills, the cold and
seemingly barren hills of life that we question and
complain about that bring down the showers. How
many people have perished in the wilderness valley,
buried under its golden sand, who would have
thrived in the hills? And how many would have been
killed by the cold, destroyed or swept desolate of
their fruitfulness by the wind, if not for the hills -
stern, hard, rugged, and so steep to climb? God’s
hills are a gracious protection for His people against
their foes!

We cannot see what loss, sorrow, and trials are
accomplishing. We need only to trust. The Father
comes near to take our hand and lead us on our way
today. It will be a good and blessed New Year!

“If the mountain was smooth -
it would be impossible to climb.”
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A message from Dr. Mark Holcomb,
Director of Spiritual Life

and Staff Care at Eagle Village,
Hersey, Ml

eaglevillage.org

"It's the most, wonderful time, of the year! ... It's the hap,
happiest season of all!" That's the declaration a Christmas
song makes for us, but is it? Is it the most wonderful time
of the year? For some, but there are others that would
prefer this time of year come and go quickly. And now that
January is here - cold, snow with the prolonged wait for
warmer weather and the arrival of Spring, it can just make
matters worse.

| work with some who struggle with the holiday season,
but not just this time of year. They are searching to find
the hope and joy God provides we talk about during
Advent. | have the privilege to serve youth and families at
a Christian non-profit called Eagle Village. Eagle Village is
a faith-based organization located in northern Michigan,
started by Kermit and Jean Hainley 57 years ago. Their
desire was to provide a place for kids that had no home
through a summer camping ministry and has grown into
an organization that serves youth and families from all
over the state. Once known as Eagle Village Boys Home,
we sit on 680 acres and have grown into one of the most
respected social services organizations in the state of
Michigan. The mission and values begun by Kermit and
Jean 57 years ago are still carried on through those that
currently work in the Village.

Eagle Village partners with God to provide hope and love
to the youth and families God has entrusted to us. They
come to us broken but we believe the best work God does
for them, and us, is to redeem and restore what is broken,
providing hope to those without hope. Our faith-based
component is not unique - we aren't the only faith-based
organization serving in the ways we do - but it is distinct in
the ways it shapes who we are and what we do. We have a
youth pastor, chapel once-a-week, small group Bible
studies, one-on-ones with our youth, and our students
attend church in community. The young ladies attend
church and youth group at Reed City Church of the
Nazarene.

But we are more than a residential program. Our
organization provides community-based programs like
foster care and adoption, court day treatment, trauma
assessments, semi-independent living, child advocacy
center, camps and retreats, as well as residential programs
for youth that have experienced some form or abuse or
neglect, coming to us from all over the state. Eighty percent
of the youth that come to our residential program have no
family. We believe in our mission - that we are uniquely
placed for such a time as this. We serve the least, the lost
and the forgotten. Those that have been marginalized, too
easily lost in a system

Why were we invited to share our story with the group
called Nazarenes from northern Michigan? We can't do the
work we do without an army of volunteers and prayer
warriors. Our volunteer groups that come to Eagle Village do
everything from painting, teaching wood-working skills,
hosting cooking classes, making quilts, putting together
swing sets and picnic tables, mentoring youth, and even
riding zero-turn lawn mowers - all helping to maintain our
buildings and property, but more importantly, pouring into
our people. And we can't do this work without an army of
prayer warriors lifting up our staff and those we serve. We
believe this is a battle for heart and lives and would love for
you to consider joining our prayer team.

Nazarenes have always been involved in serving the least,
lost and forgotten. If God is moving your heart our way, we'd
love for you to consider serving Eagle Village one day a year.
Bring yourself and a friend, your youth group, your small
group, or your church. There is always work to be done in
The Village. The best you can do for us is pray for us,
keeping God at the heart of our mission.

If you think this is something you and your church would like
to do, I'd love to host you, like we did Dan and Jackie in
October, and share the Eagle Village story, introduce you to
our leadership, and give you a tour of our property. | can
also help you connect with our volunteer coordinator here
in The Village.

You can contact me by sending me an email at
mholcomb@eaglevillage.org or call my office line at 231-
305-6601. | look forward to hearing from you.

Grace and peace. §
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Welcome to the Buckley Family

Justin and Lexy Buckley are the new pastoral family at Charlevoix Church of the
Nazarene. They come to us from the Salvation Army where Justin was serving as an
Envoy in the Kansas City, Missouri area. The Buckleys begin their ministry in Charlevoix
on January 4, 2026. We are happy to welcome Justin, Lexy, and Manny to Northern
Michigan and are excited about their ministry on our district.
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: for middle school and high school students

January 16-18, 2026
-Center Lake Bible Camp in Tustin

Cost - $150.00

CEIE BRI\TE

God has given everyone of us glfts; these gifts are
given not to make us look great, but to bring glory to
Him. Celebrate Life is a youth event designed to help
students find the gifts they have, develop those talents,
and discover how God can use them to build his
Kingdom.

Regional Celebrate Life - May 14-16, 2026 District Celebrate Life - February 28, 2026
Beaverton Church of the Nazarene

Olivet Nazarene University 9:00 3:00
:00am - 3:00pm

celebrate life information registration NMD/NYI website video

- . - o Kristen Lucke: Phone: 231-357-1651
o SIS HESTIIEEon Sontes — e-mail: kristen.lucke78@gmail.com

Children and Teen Bible Quizzing

The Church of the Nazarene Bible Quizzing is a program designed to
help children and teens deepen their knowledge and understanding
of God’s Word. It offers a competitive and engaging way for young
people to memorize and learn the Bible while fostering teamwork
and building character. The children’s quiz program is for children
in grades 1 -5 and the teen program is for youth in grades 6 - 12.

Please contact Rev. Julie Speelman (803-629-6183; julie speelman@hotmail.com) if you have any
questions or know of children that would like to participate.
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BRINGING PEOPLE R
TO JESUS JESUS

BRINGING STUDENTS TO JESUS

Back-to-school season is here! As routines settle in, NYI wants to equip you with
resources to help bring students to Jesus. Check out these sites for resources and ideas.
NYI Connect has tons of blogs written by experienced youth leaders about how to
engage schools and students.

Campus Alliance encourages churches to adopt a local school for prayer, care, and share.
Claim Your Campus empowers and equips students to lead prayer groups on campuses.
Every Student Sent ensures college students find and join thriving faith communities on
campus.

BRINGING
PEOPLE TO
JESUS

BRING Sermon Collection

The BRING sermon series was created with one purpose: to help you bring people to Jesus. Each
message—ranging from outlines to full manuscripts—offers diverse voices and ideas to inspire fresh,
evangelistic preaching. Preaching Collaborative pastors contributed sermons drawn from churches
of every size, ensuring broad relevance and authenticity. These sermons are meant as flexible tools:
follow them closely, adapt them freely, or let them spark new creativity. The goal is not only to equip
preachers but to help congregations say their next “yes” to Jesus. As disciples grow in
Christlikeness, they naturally become a blessing to their communities—advancing the Cycle of
Resurgence and building the kingdom of God. Learn more at BRING Sermon Collection

In addition to the BRING Sermon Series, we also have a curriculum designed for kids.

The BRING Curriculum invites kids to discover clues and be detectives as they work together to find
"Where in the world is Paul?" We want to help kids know that even though they are young, God
wants to use them to play an important role in bringing other people to Jesus. The kids will learn
that they can bring people to Jesus by being bold, building spiritual relationships, allowing God to
do bigger things than they can imagine, living a new life with Christ, sharing the gospel, and telling
others what God has done for them. This is a 6-week curriculum with one piece designed for the
Early Childhood setting and one for the Elementary Worship Service setting. Download this free
resource at BRING KIDS

NAZARENE DISCIPLESHIP
INTERNATIONAL

Life pulls us in a hundred directions—family, career, finances, health, relationships.
With so much to juggle, it may feel impossible to add one more thing. But Jesus
doesn’t ask us to “add”—he invites us to reorder our priorities around his. From his
first words, “Follow me,” to his last, “Go and make disciples,” Jesus’ mission was
clear: discipleship. It’s more than Sunday school or small groups; it’s a way of life—
walking with Jesus and inviting others to join us on the journey. The Great
Commission isn’t a heavy command but an invitation to live each day with Jesus’
presence and power. You are not alone. Jesus is with you—and together, we are
called to make disciples.

Priority

of
Discipleship

Stay connected to NDI - here
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Northern Michigan District NY| seeks to partner with local churches in
order to provide key opportunities during the formative years of high
school for students to be shaped by God’s word and the Christian
community. Nazarene Youth Conference (NYC) is one of those
opportunities. Every 4 years, NYC is an opportunity for students to grow
in their walk with God.

NYC invites students to participate in plenary sessions with engaging
speakers and creative artists, live concerts featuring top Christian
recording artists, Ministry With Others service projects throughout Salt
Lake City, interactive discipleship experiences, and a Recreation Hall
filled with individual and group activities, games, and exhibits.

The NYC Coordinator for the Northern Michigan District is Rebecca Komlassan. You
can email her at rkomlassan@outiook.com. If you'd like more general information
about the event, please visit www.nazareneyouthconference.com.

The registration packet is available for download here.

NYC Prayer Team

NYC2026 is less than a year out, and there are two ways
you can help prepare the way RIGHT NOW! Point
students to register with your district and encourage
leaders to join us as a prayer partner!

Sign up with your name and email to get on our prayer
list for updates on how you can be praying specifically
for NYC2026 in Salt Lake City next year. We are grateful
for all those covering the students, staff, volunteers, and
the city in prayer-thank you for your dedication to
bringing young people face-to-face with Jesus.

Just scroll to the bottom of the home page on
nazareneyouthconference.com and hit SIGN UP!

2026

JANUARY 16-18 - WINTER WHITEOUT - CENTER LAKE BIBLE CAMP - TUSTIN, MI

FEB 28 - DISTRICT CELEBRATE LIFE - BEAVERTON COTN

APRIL 3 - GOOD FRIDAY

APRIL 5 - EASTER SUNDAY

APRIL 17-18 - DISTRICT ASSEMBLY - CADILLAC CHERRY GROVE

MAY 14-16 - REGIONAL CELEBRATE LIFE - OLIVET NAZARENE UNIVERSITY
JUNE 3-5 - PALCON, ONU

JULY 1-5 - NYC - SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH

JULY 27-31 - CHILDREN’S CAMP - MANTON CHRISTIAN CAMP

JULY 31-AUG 2 - FAMILY CAMP - MANTON CHRISTIAN CAMP

2027
APRIL 9-10 - DISTRICT ASSEMBLY
JUNE 25-JULY 3 - GENERAL ASSEMBLY - KANSAS CITY, MO

upcoming

events

Save the Date for PALCON

June 3-5,2026: Olivet Nazarene University (Bourbonnais, IL)

PALCON (Pastors & Leaders Conference) is coming to the
ONU (Central) region in the summer of 2026! Mark your
calendars now to attend and enjoy God's presence as we are
"One Heart" in Blessing Our Community, Bringing People to
Jesus and Becoming Christlike Disciples. These gatherings
are designed for clergy, both assigned and unassigned, who
are serving on the front lines of ministry.

ONE

blessing - bringing - becoming
PALCON 2024-2026
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