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Ephesians 6:10-13 - Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might.
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Wherefore
take unto you the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.

Dear Northern Michigan District family, greetings in the matchless name of Jesus, name
above all names! Of late, I have been reflecting on the Scriptural call of Ephesians 10 to
“Put on the whole armor of God.” The things taking place in our society today are serving
as stark reminder of our hope in the power of God and our spiritual responsibility to be
clothed in that power! We are assured that our unchanging God is with us (...I will never
leave thee, nor forsake thee. Heb. 13:5), and we are confident in the Gospel of Christ
which we preach (For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of
God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
Rom. 1:16). Let us be prayerful, bold, and ready to minister the Gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ to a needy world. May we have the grace to be the hopeful ministers of peace in
uncertain and fearful times!
It is a delight to see that many of our congregations have resumed services and
heartening to hear the good reports of the joyous gatherings across the district. Through
this lock down we have been reminded of the precious gift of the fellowship of saints.
On the events page of this Newsletter you will notice that we have canceled many events
for the summer and fall. The primary reason for these cancellations is to help ease the
financial strain on our congregations. Though we will not be holding our camps this
summer, there are plans for special district gatherings. The district-wide Dan Bohi revival
services are set for the last two weeks of August (specifics coming soon) and we do want
to hold other district events later in the year. Please stay tuned.
Blessings,
Dan Gilmore

CHURCHES HELP FLOOD VICTIMS
IN MIDLAND AREA
A community wide group of
volunteers have been working
tirelessly since the flooding last
week in the Midland area. Rev.
Martin Hodge, pastor of the
Beaverton COTN, has been
helping to organize these efforts.
Volunteers have canvased
neighborhoods to see what
needs to be done. Teams have
been pulling out damaged
drywall, carpet, flooring, and in
some cases gutting houses.
Thank you Pastor Hodge, Pastor
Gomez, and all who have been a
part of this ministry. You have truly
demonstrated Christ's love to those
in need.
."..with humility of mind regard one
another as more important than
yourselves: do not merely look out
for your own personal interests, but
also of the interests of others."
Philippians 2:3-4 NASB
If you would like to help please
contact Pastor Hodge at 248-9785962. The efforts are ongoing.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord.

I Corinthians 15:58

Education: Passport to Missions
Our theme for the coming year is Education: Passport to Missions. Our theme Bible verse
is “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded
you. Matthew 28:19.
You can read the NMI president's
complete report on our website

Mrs. Jill Rice
NMI President

During the year we will be highlighting various education ministries of NMI throughout the world and offering
guidance to the local churches on the District on (1) tools that we can use to educate our congregations
about needs around the world, (2) ways that our people can minister in missions both at home and in other
places, (3) the path for individuals to answer their calls to serve God through mission work, and (4) special
opportunities to teach children and youth about the importance of joining God in His mission.

NMI Projects for 2020-2021
Adult Project Who’s Your Buddy? - This year our adults will be raising funds to assist international NMI delegates with
expenses in coming to General NMI Convention in Indianapolis, Indiana, in June 2021. Many international delegates are unable
to come to the convention due to the travel costs. We want to be sure that every person who is elected as a delegate to the
General NMI Convention is able to come! The goal is $600.00 for each church.

Children's Project School Uniforms - Our children will be collecting new clothing (school uniforms) for students at Native
American Christian Academy (NACA) in Sun Valley, Arizona. NACA is a 1 st through 12 th grade mission school for Native
Americans. Bethany Chouinard, has indicated that the students need new clothing to wear at school – consisting of khaki-style
pants (long pants or shorts), polo shirts, socks and underwear of all sizes. The clothing can be any color, but must be new.
We cannot accept used clothing at this time. Packages should be mailed to: Native American Christian Academy, Post Office
Box 4013, 8450 S. Sun Valley Rd., Sun Valley AZ 86029.
Please text Jill Rice at (231) 218-1134 and send an email to SpecialNeeds@NACA-AZ.org and let them know when your church
has sent a box or that your package for this project. We also encourage monetary donations for this project if you would like to
avoid paying shipping costs. Donations should be marked “NACA Children’s Project” and be sent to Jan Crockett, District NMI
Treasurer, Post Office Box 6822, Traverse City, Michigan 49696-6822.
General NMI Convention Project Craft-Filled Suitcases - We are asking each church on our district to fill one medium-size
suitcase with craft and VBS supplies for child-care ministry centers around the world and to provide $100.00 for the cost of
sending the suitcase home from General NMI Convention with an international NMI delegate. The suitcase should be filled with
the following types of supplies that can be used for children’s ministry and crafts: white and colored card stock paper, posters,
construction paper, markers, colored pencils, glitter, glue and paint (double sealed in plastic bags), yarn, crayons, cotton balls,
funny eyeballs, VBS music and Bible story DVDs (these are especially needed and treasured), and other craft materials.

Praying for NMI
The Board of General Superintendents has called the church to prayer in response to the COVID- 19
pandemic! The Prayer Mobilization Line (PML) is a weekly publication focusing on the prayer needs and
praise reports for the global ministries of the Church of the Nazarene and our missionaries. It is available in
English, Portuguese and Spanish. Anyone can subscribe to receive PML free of charge by signing up on the
NMI website. Access www.nazarene.org/nmi/prayer and scroll down to the bottom of the page to subscribe.
Special needs and prayer requests relating to the COVID-19 crisis are being included on PML. Past weekly
prayer requests are also archived on the site. Be sure to sign up for PML today!

Zoom Deputation Services
Local NMI President Mission Coffee Talks
Get Ready!!! We are planning to have Deputation Services and Local NMI President Mission Coffee Talks in
late summer and fall by Zoom. Details to follow!

Salvation is the Remedy

Dr. Filimao Chambo

We are called to be instruments of God's grace and bring a message of hope and forgiveness.

“And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for Him, to give His
people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins” (Luke 1:76-77).
In the beginning, all that God had made was very good (Gen. 1:31). However, because of sin, brokenness and death invaded God’s
creation. The perfect creation became infected with evil and was now in desperate need of being rescued from self-destruction.
The good news is that God did not give up on His creation. In fact, He is continually working to redeem it and is at work to make all
things new again. (Isa. 65:17-18)!

Salvation through the forgiveness of sins is key
for the accomplishment of God’s plan to rescue the world from evil.
This message must be given to all people, with the goal that humanity will turn to God and be reconciled with Him. A holy life lived
for God effects change in the world. The world needs to know that the antidote to brokenness and sin is salvation wrought by God
alone. People cannot save themselves from evil, death, or sin.
It is significant that God chose to partner with people (in particular, the people of God — the Church) to accomplish His
redemptive mission. It was because of human disobedience that sin entered the world. But even then, in Genesis 3, God begins to
outline his plan for salvation. God’s love for people is everlasting.
Paul said, “but God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were yet still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8), and
when we are “in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!” (2 Cor. 5:17). We are called to come out of
the darkness and to proclaim and live out the salvation that we received from God (1 Pet. 2:9-10, 2 Cor. 6:14-7:1).
The telling of the good news includes setting an example, “…in speech, in conduct, in love, faith and purity” (1 Tim. 4:12b). While the
world today has many people who are doing a lot of good, it is critical to recognize that the Church has a unique, God-given calling
and role to play in addressing the ills of His people.
As a child, I thought that education was the antidote to all of life’s problems, and I still believe that it plays an essential role in
addressing many difficulties. A few years ago I was ridiculed by a young man who was suspicious of education. He noticed many
books in my car and thought it was strange. He asked me, “Why do you have so many books in your car?” I said, “I am a teacher
and a student, and I believe that education is vital for the betterment of our continent.” He replied, “Please do me a favor: Stop
wasting your time with studies. Do something better with your time!” He began to name educated leaders in Africa whom he said
were corrupt. He argued that these educated people, in positions of power, have learned well (through education), how to
manipulate the system, to get what they want, and to oppress others
It was sad to see his hopelessness. I did not succeed in convincing him otherwise, but this conversation led me to reflect on the
role of the Church in bringing hope in the midst of the chaos caused by sin. It reaffirmed my conviction that all things, even good
things like education, must be submitted to God in order to be effective.
Education and others gifts are not the antidote for sin. These gifts cannot deliver full salvation to our world.

It is only in Christ that we can find the fullness of redemption.
May we be a Church that participates in God’s mission to redeem the world by through both our words and through holy living.
Filimao Chambo is general superintendent in the Church of the Nazarene
All Scripture quotations in this article are from the Contemporary English Bible CEB).
Holiness Today, Mar/Apr 2018 Please Note: This article was originally written in 2018. All facts, figures, and titles were accurate to
the best of our knowledge at the time of publication but may have since changed.

upcoming events
Cancelled
The following events have
been cancelled for 2020. The
situation that has resulted
from the Covid 19 pandemic
has made it prudent to cancel
many of our district events in
the future.
Children's camp
Family Camp
Sunday School and NYI
Conventions
Ladies Retreat
Pastor's and Spouse's
Retreat

Still scheduled
Aug 16-30 District wide
revivial services with Dan Bohi
- various locations
Aug 28-29 Men's Retreat
Lost Valley Camp, Gaylord, MI
Dec. 5 District Christmas
Gathering for Pastors &
Advisory Board families
West Bay Beach Resort Traverse City
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