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This past year has been a time of change and transition for Alanson Church of the 
Nazarene.  While searching for a new pastor, this community lost a faithful friend with 
Pastor Carr's passing.  However, Alanson has completed its pastor search in 
welcoming the Blue family to northern Michigan.  It was difficult for Alanson to lose 
their faithful friend and carry on the pastoral search, but Alanson Church of the 
Nazarene is a very determined, focused, friendly, and faithful community that carried 
on with the work of local ministry.  

Alanson is presently active and forwardly focused. We have been presently carrying 
on with small groups, yearly activities such as youth events and fundraisers, the 
weekly work of our food and clothing pantry, the weekly gathering of men's prayer 
breakfast, greeting many new faces, and continuing to faithfully grow together with all 
of the familiar faces.  Alanson Church of the Nazarene is also being forwardly focused. 
Our future is very bright. We are meeting many new people, as well as seeing others 
return to us. Our children and youth groups are active and growing.  Our current 
volunteers and leaders are growing in support while we are beginning to pull in some 
new volunteers and leaders for the next leg of ministry.  We are looking forward to 
baptizing several from our congregation in the spring.  Our current ministries have 
strong breath in them while several other ministries are beginning to be discussed. 
We are beginning to save for the future while we are also looking forward to, praying 
about, and planning for the future. 

Alanson Church of the Nazarene is a blessed community.  It is our hope and prayer 
that we can continue to bless our community in the many ways we already are while 
being open and receptive to the many ways we can bless others that are yet to be 
seen. 

Love God, Love People. Serve Others. 
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Dear NMD Assembly, 

This past year at Beaverton Church of the Nazarene, our theme was "Growing Deeper." We focused on 
deepening our faith, strengthening our commitment to Christ, and fostering a stronger sense of 
community among our congregation. Every ministry effort, event, and outreach initiative was aligned 
with this theme, encouraging our church family to grow deeper in their relationship with God and one 
another.  

To put this theme into action, we hosted two revival services that provided opportunities for spiritual 
renewal and recommitment. These revivals challenged our congregation to pursue holiness, develop a 
richer prayer life, and seek a greater understanding of God’s Word. Through these services, we saw 
lives transformed, faith rekindled, and a renewed passion for discipleship take root in our church.  

In addition to our revivals, we organized a Sunday School Drive under the same theme of "Growing 
Deeper." This effort was designed to emphasize the importance of studying Scripture in a group 
setting, building relationships within the church, and deepening biblical knowledge. We encouraged 
members of all ages to engage in Sunday school classes, resulting in increased participation and 
enthusiasm for learning God's Word.  

To provide ongoing encouragement and accountability, we implemented a weekly text initiative to the 
congregation. Each week, members received a message with practical ideas and challenges on how to 
grow deeper in their faith. These texts covered areas such as prayer, Scripture reading, serving others, 
and cultivating spiritual disciplines. This simple yet effective initiative served as a consistent reminder to 
prioritize personal and spiritual growth.  

One of the most exciting commitments this year came from 60 individuals who accepted the challenge 
to read through the Bible in a year. This initiative not only encouraged personal study but also fostered 
discussions and accountability among participants. Many reported gaining a greater appreciation for 
the overarching story of Scripture and experiencing deeper intimacy with God through His Word.  

Beyond these specific initiatives, our church continues to experience growth in discipleship, outreach, 
and community impact. We have strengthened our small group ministry, expanded our engagement 
with the community, and remain dedicated to making disciples. As we look ahead, we are committed 
to continuing the journey of growing deeper in faith, service, and love for Christ.  

We thank God for His faithfulness and look forward to another year of growth and transformation at 
Beaverton Church of the Nazarene. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Martin M Hodge 
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Big Rapids Church of the Nazarene Pastor’s Report Northern Michigan District 
Assembly, April 11th & 12th, 2025  

Dr. Sunberg, Rev. Gilmore, Delegates, and friends of this 40th Northern Michigan 
District; this is my Seventeenth report to this assembly as the Pastor of Big Rapids 
Church of the Nazarene. I would like to share the renewed vision for Big Rapids 
Church of the Nazarene, we have strived to reach out and bless our community for 
many years with a food, clothing, and necessities pantry and sharing the Hope and 
Love of Christ shared in this ministry.  

We have seen a drastic increase over the years of those not only needing help with 
food, but we have seen the same drastic increase for the need of every day basics 
items, including clothing, household goods, and an even more extreme need for 
much need items like soap, cleaner, and hygiene items. 
 
We have begun to offer this expanded ministry and have been able to touch 
hundreds of lives with everyday needs as well as encouragement and hope. It has 
been both amazing and painful to see how many in our community are in such dire 
need. 

Our renewed passion for this new year is to expand our reach into our community by 
seeking new avenues of connecting with those in need. As well as to share hope, love, 
and the message of Jesus Christ. 

We are looking for new ways to connect with our community so we can share the 
Love of Christ with anyone who has lost their way or have yet to find it. We are excited 
to see what avenues God will direct into as we move forward sharing the Love of 
Jesus with all who are struggling, and in need of encouragement, hope. 

It continues to be an honor and privilege to serve God’s people at Big Rapids Church 
of the Nazarene as well as the Northern Michigan District.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Robert A. Lyons Jr. 
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Dr. Sunberg, Rev, Gilmore, members and friends of the Assembly: 

For the last few years we’ve been part of the “Cycle of Resurgence.”  Last year was the 
beginning of that cycle here at Cherry Grove as we looked at ways to serve others 
both locally and globally.  From sending a mission team to Costa Rica to our 
mentoring program with a local elementary.  That focus help plant seeds, encourage 
children and also reminded us of the impact on children.  That reminder was evident 
as our church took a step of faith and hired our first staff member, Julie Speelman, as 
our Children’s pastor.   Pastor Julie’s leadership and passion for children has been a 
vital step for us to have a larger impact in our community.   

This year we will enter the second phase which is bringing people to Jesus.  Through 
our continued mentoring program and Caravan program, we will see both children 
and families coming to Jesus.  As we also intentionally engage in our community and 
continue to bless our community, we will see the in-breaking of the Kingdom.  Two 
great men once said: 
  
 The Church exists for nothing else but to draw men into Christ, to make them   
 little Christs. If they are not doing that, all the cathedrals, clergy, missions,   
 sermons, even the  Bible itself, are simply a waste of time. God became Man   
 for no other purpose. C.S.  Lewis 

 Give me one hundred preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing   
 but God, and I care not whether they be clergymen or laymen, they alone will   
 shake  the gates of Hell and set up the kingdom of Heaven upon Earth.  John   
 Wesley 

My hope and prayer is that 2025 will be a year where God’s people are part of the 
great movement, where souls are surrendered and lives are made new by the King of 
Kings! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Jeremy Gomez 
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This year has sparked much growth in our small church! Our church was able to raise 
funds to have the church painted (upstairs and downstairs) and new carpet installed. 
Our hearts have grown toward discipleship and prayer in our new Bible study. Our 
hearts have grown toward our community and our church is able to now give to two 
local non profits. We had 2 baptisms and 5 new church members join us this past 
year! We are in awe of what God is doing in and through us! We praise the King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords for all He is doing! 
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Dr. Carla Sunberg, Reverend Dan Gilmore, pastors, delegates, friends,  

This last year was a good year for Cadillac First Church.  We are learning together 
how to be sensitive to the wa ys God is working around us and how to look for 9
opportunities to join Him in His work, loving our neighbors as best we can.  

Our MomCo ministry (formerly MOPS) to mothers in our community has continued to 
grow and has developed into a wonderful partnership, offering us ways to serve and 
give and love. Their last speaker shared on being in the word as a busy mom. She had 
the opportunity to share the gospel with these moms, many of which are unchurched. 
We as a church have begun praying for individual moms and their families and have 
held shared events to build on those relationships.   

The homeless shelter next door continues to offer us challenges and opportunities. 
Our playground has become a stomping ground and resting place for many of the 
families throughout the summer months. We thank God for these relationships and 
opportunities to serve and share God’s love.  

Our kids and youth programs have grown over the last year thanks to friends and new 
families. Sunday School, Advent small groups, women’s and senior ministries have all 
offered opportunities for discipleship and growth.  

We continue to recognize that God is calling each of us to love and serve in whatever 
way we can. This may look different for each of us, but still reflects the love of Jesus. 
There is no retiring in the kingdom of God! We continue to journey together with 
Him, wherever He leads.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Gil F. Thibault 
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Evangelistic Efforts – 2024 This past year, our church continued to live out the love of 
Christ by investing in our community through tangible acts of service and outreach. 
We believe evangelism is not only spoken—it’s lived—and our goal has been to 
demonstrate God’s care through meaningful connections and generosity. We were 
blessed to support our local youth by partnering with Nazarene Missions to provide a 
$1,000 gift to the Charlevoix Middle School softball program. This donation helped 
supply equipment and scholarships for 22 girls to participate—many of whom may not 
have had the opportunity otherwise. Through this, we not only encouraged youth 
development but also built bridges with families in our community. Throughout the 
summer, we hosted three outreach events at the local community park. These 
gatherings offered free meals, a welcoming space for prayer, and a chance to share 
life together with our neighbors. Each event was filled with laughter, conversation, 
and opportunities to plant seeds of faith through genuine relationship-building. 
During the holiday season, our congregation came together to raise over $600 
toward the Community Christmas Project. These funds helped provide paper 
products for over 250 families in need—meeting a simple but often overlooked 
necessity. This act of generosity reminded both givers and recipients that God sees 
and provides for even the smallest needs. Additionally, we were able to bless our 
local Ski Hill by partnering with them to supply the firewood needed for the season. 
This effort made it possible for families and visitors to stay warm while enjoying winter 
recreation—turning a practical gesture into a warm witness of God’s provision. In all of 
these efforts, our desire has been to be the hands and feet of Jesus—to serve without 
strings attached, love without hesitation, and trust that every act of kindness speaks 
the Gospel in ways words sometimes cannot. As we look ahead, we remain 
committed to reaching our community through acts of love, consistent prayer, and 
bold faith, believing that God is at work in every seed we sow 
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You ask the clergy to report each year of transformation we can see and hear, 
But while we preach and teach and reach, sometimes the seeds we plant with each 
Do not result in the immediate change that two aging preachers would like to arrange. 
We baptized eleven in the passing year; we went to the lake on a day that was clear. 
Cheered when church they began to attend, didn’t leave them on their own to fend. 
They’re diving into the Word mid-week, one-on-one mentoring they do seek. 

But have they fully made the deep deep dive, to make God’s holiness the thing they strive? 
When one cannot read, or when one is disabled, or when mental illness makes life UN-
stabled, When a culture of poverty is all they have known, when homelessness is a thing they 
must own, 
When addiction reeks havoc in their daily life, when they come from abusive homes with 
strife, Somehow the disconnect continues its ride, and as much as we try and walk right 
beside, We must trust that the Spirit will get through it all, and try to patiently let go as they 
crawl. 
 
The numbers we record most every year clearly do not reflect all the lives we hold dear 
In this beloved town at the top of the mitt, for these neighbors for whom we’d take a hit. 
If there’s one thing that these two pastors have learned as we walk beside many UN-learned, 
When a lifetime of lacking and painful trauma, is their go-to remedy, their daily drama. 
Is that human connection and loving the needy, does not always bring results that are 
speedy! 

Our soup kitchen serves lunches 5 days each week; haircuts and showers to those who seek. 
The loads of free laundry, the soap and shampoo, the 300+ backpacks; it’s what we do! 
But by far the most important part of our day is when we read Scripture, and when we pray, 
With all who come and sit at our table, we encourage any and all who are able. 

Our life as team pastors and as administrator team, is not always glamorous as it would seem, 
To those who think that closing our 25th year, our church growth should be large and clear, 
We ask that you would in prayer lift us each day, and come visit our town for an extended stay. 
We’d love to have work teams to help with our work, because life in Cheboygan can drive us 
BERSERK! 

Jon and Wynne Schott 
Co-pastors, Cheboygan Church of the Nazarene 
Co-administrators , Cheboygan Compassionate Ministries, Inc. 
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This is the 23rd year of pastoral ministry for Katie and me here at Clare. Never has life 
been better. The word that rises to the surface is thankfulness. Thankfulness for the 
faithfulness, mercy and blessing of God. Our family is experiencing consistent growth. 
Visitors are part of every service. We love Baptisms and new members joining the 
family. There is nothing like new faith and the change that occurs in hearts and lives. I 
love Sunday mornings. A space filled with people who were broken, blended, 
addicted and lost and here we are together – a family. We have intentionally made 
health and growth the priority over numerical attendance. Our purpose statement 
continues to guide everything we do. We are – “A family of faith resolved to irresistibly 
engage the lost”. Family life is continuing to flourish. There is an increase in the 
numbers of individuals who arrive well before the services start and stay well after, 
enjoying the fellowship. Life groups meeting outside of church have multiplied. 
Criticism and complaint have diminished. Giving of time and resources is growing. 
These are some of the significant ministries and leaders, that have blessed us this past 
year: Mops, Julie Cole – CenterShot Archery, Bob Losinger – Quilts of Love, Shelby 
Campau – Facilities and Food, Johnnie Randel – Salt & Pepper, Sharlene Fair – Prayer 
Meeting, Denny Dubendorf – Worship and technology team, Doug Field – Children’s 
Worship, Dawn Field – Hospitality & Greeting Crew – Life Groups/Engagement/Youth, 
Pastor Scott and Leah – Dist. Assembly Coordinator, Gayle Losinger – NDI, Bruce 
Owens – Finance Team, Marty DeRocco – Safety Team, Tim Shaw. For three years now, 
Pastor Scott and Leah Grigonis have blessed our family. This year we are really 
pleased that Pastor Brian and Cheryl Farmer have joined our family in full-time 
pastoral ministry. I am so blessed and thankful that I get to be a part of this family. My 
wife, Katie, stands alone as the most respected and honored person in my life. Her 
integrity and fervor for Jesus challenge and inspire me every day. Our pastoral team 
continues to hold to the belief, that our greatest gift to the church family, is not our 
preaching or leadership but rather, maintaining a relationship with Christ worth 
having. This is often the greatest challenge. Who would have guessed life would be 
so much fun in the “Seventies”?  

Respectfully submitted in characteristic randomness,  

Tim Fall 
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Dr. Sunberg, Rev. Gilmore, members, and friends of the Northern Michigan District 
Assembly:  

This is my first report as Pastor of the East Tawas Church of the Nazarene.  Our 
previous pastor, Rev. Jerry Wallace, retired at the end of December following 57 years 
of faithful pastoral ministry, including serving as pastor for the second time at the East 
Tawas church for the past 13 years.  We are indebted to Rev. Wallace for his wonderful 
legacy of ministry and are thankful that he will continue to be a part of our church 
family in his retirement.  

The people of the East Tawas church have received my wife, Heidi, and me with open 
arms.  We consider it a tremendous blessing to serve them and with them as together 
we share the love of Christ with our community.  We look forward to all the Lord has in 
store for this local expression of His church as we walk in faithful obedience to Him.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Mark Peters, Pastor 
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Our greatest outreach this past year was Dawn’s Memorial Free Table. Most Thursdays during the 
summer, we loaded our vehicles and went to the Farmer’s Market Pavilion and gave away donated 
clothing, food, household items, books and toys. We also gave away quarters for laundry and 
many Bibles and Devotionals. Many people who came were just lonely and looking for someone 
to talk to, giving us many opportunities to pray for others in our community. Since it was located 
across the street from the Junior High School, so we had opportunities to interact with lots of 
children, who often brought their parents back for some special item. It was a blessing to give 
several homeless men heavy winter clothing. Lots of people from the community came, and 
donated because they appreciated that we were not charging anyone. We hope to continue that 
ministry this summer.  

Our church has been blessed with the opportunity to minister at the UP State Fair Chapel for 
seven years now. We provide music for the UP State Fair, UPSGEA Show and Christmas in the 
Village. I had a woman come to the chapel just beaming this year. She asked if I remembered her. 
She had come last summer, and I noticed how discouraged she looked. I asked if I and another 
pastor who was visiting could pray with her. That day changed her life. She lives too far away to be 
a member of our church, but sought out the Bible teaching church in her area I had suggested to 
her. Her life has become so blessed that she wanted to come back and pray with me again. This is 
just one of many stories of lives affected through this ministry.  

We were involved in several crafts sales selling items made by our church. We used the funds for 
our working trip to the Cheboygan Church of the Nazarene. At each craft event we handed out 
tracts, offer gifts to the children, and distributed about 75 Gideon Bibles.  

Several churches in our area came together last summer and put on a two day Jesus Festival with 
bands, food, children’s activities, and an evangelist who preached twice per day. In addition to 
donating funds, several members of our congregation participated in various activities which 
included praying for those who came forward to accept Christ. Most of those who came forth 
already had a home church, but Pastor Michelle has continued to communicate with one young 
woman who needs encouragement. We are praying one day she will visit our church.  

At Christmastime, we hosted a cookie, coffee and punch social at a low-income housing unit in 
Escanaba. Several from our congregation visited with the residents, who seemed very lonely. We 
also gave away 180 gift bags of snacks. They would like us to continue hosting events but 
unfortunately, shortly after our visit. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pastor Ann Salyer 
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Church leaders, ladies and gentlemen of this district assembly, it is my honor to report to you 
on this milestone year, my twentieth pastoral report. God is good and we give him all the 
honor, glory and Praise. I would like to start by saying Gods timing is perfect. At the same time 
Gods timing doesn’t always line up with our timing. This is a lesson the Lord has instilled into 
my heart this year. The following is an example of Gods perfect timing. Our church had been 
informed by our insurance company that both our church as well as our parsonage roofs 
needed to be replaced, not because they leaked but because they were both over 30 years 
old. Like most small churches our finances wouldn’t provide resources for such a major 
undertaking. At the same time the district wasn’t in a position to help. Skipping ahead several 
months, I might add several months of prayer, my wife was rearranging some furniture in our 
back entryway. While moving a piece of furniture next to the back door she noticed a 
business card. The business card was from the head of our local land trust .It had a date on it 
of six months prior. This gentleman had left his business card because he noticed that we had 
a large in town vacant lot next to our house and wondered if we would be willing to sell it for 
workforce housing. To make a long story short we called a church board meeting to discuss 
discuss the possibility of selling the vacant lot to finance the the needed roof replacements. 
Our church came to an unanimous agreement to move forward as well as our District 
advisory board approval. At this point in the story one might say the hard part was behind us 
or at least think that all our prayers were answered. Little did we know that our local church 
and parsonage wasn’t registered as being owned by the Church of the Nazarene. According 
to the local title company our properties were still owned by the Wesleyan church. It’s here 
that I understood that it was the hand of God that brought this relationship together between 
our church and this specific land developer together. This gentleman has gone above and 
beyond to make sure this sale goes forward, I am confident that this sale will be final around 
the time of district assembly. 

Now for the evangelistic component of this story, this same company is looking at the sale of 
our vacant lot which by the way will be the site of four new homes, homes occupied by four 
new families in our community. The land developer is looking at this new development as an 
outreach by our church. We have interviews planned with the land trust board to share our 
vision for these new homes and how they will be a part of our ministry of our local church.  
In closing, Gods hand never ceases to amaze me. He heard our prayers for a new roof, and in 
His perfect timing revealed His plan to us. His plan goes so far beyond our prayers and I am 
confident that we haven’t seen all that He has planned from this one need being met.  

Respectfully Submitted,   
Rev William R Borton 
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Good morning, Dr. Carla Sunberg, Dan Gilmore, Jeremy Gomez and the rest of the 
Assembly thank you for this opportunity to present my Eleventh annual report. 

 I am privileged to be the Pastor at the Fremont Church of the Nazarene.  We 
have been blessed to be able to share in communion with the church family and pray 
for the healing of the sick.  We have had another tremendous year in Fremont.   

 We have had a couple start coming to church in the last year with their parents.  
She was able to go to the women’s retreat this year and has become more involved at 
the church and is growing in Christ. 

 We have also continued doing dinners after church every other month or so.  
We enjoyed a Harvest dinner on a Saturday last fall to honor the farmers.  We did 
have two couples from the community stop by during our dinner and had a great 
time of fellowship with them.   

 When there are needs, people will come to my bi-vocational job and search 
me out to let me know what they have for prayer requests granting us additional 
opportunities to be a part of their life through prayer.  I thank God for the chance to 
be in the community every day and being able to pray with people and for people.   
  
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Ronald A. VanSyckle 
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Gaylord Church of the Nazarene 
Pastor’s Report for the 2025 District Assembly 
Northern Michigan District 
 
The 2024-2025 Church year has been a time to strengthen our relationship with God, 
His Word, His Truth, His Love. As we know the Lord more about our loving Father we 
also know more of ourselves. Each we receive a text message which has a verse from 
the Bible and a prayer inspired by that verse, a way to connect with God and His 
Word. We are having visitors in most Sunday morning services. The spirit is getting 
stronger and stronger in worship and fellowship. We praise God from whom all 
blessings Flow!! 

 

Sincerely, 
Reverend Robert Miner 
Lead Pastor 
Gaylord Church of the Nazarene     
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Greetings, 

As the Church, the Great Commission summons us to go forth and make disciples. 
Matthew 28:19, Is a clear call that we are to be reaching out to the lost souls in the 
world and praying diligently that God’s transforming grace will change their hearts 
and minds and that they would be open to receive Jesus Christ as their Lord.  

Harrison Temple, believers have been engaged over the past year in doing just that 
bringing people to Jesus. We have been engaged in praying for and going out within 
the community to speak face to face with people within the great metropolis of 
Temple.  

The results of the community outreach campaigns are encouraging. We have seen 
evidence of the fruits of our labor. By going out door to door speaking with people in 
the community people showed their interest in engaging in our community summer 
picnic. Moreover, we have also witnessed two people who have joined our church by 
standing in agreement with church polity and have joined in full-church membership.  
  
Beyond the local church outreach as your pastor, I am engaged with part-time jail 
ministry. Your prayers and financial support of this ministry outreach is transforming 
lives as well. Celebrate recovery a 12-step Bible-based curriculum used within the 
Clare County Jail is helping inmates see that life transformation is possible only 
through Jesus Christ the Lord! Prisoners’ old habits have been-broken. These inmate’s 
addictions are successfully overcome only through a relationship with Jesus Christ.  

At the district and global level, you as the church have paid all budget allocations. I 
believe as believers In Jesus Christ we are remaining faithful to His call to make 
disciples and will continue to bring people to Jesus Christ the Lord!   

Respectfully Submitted, 

William L. Dyke 
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“Whatever you did for the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.” Matthew 
25:40 In my fourth year as the pastor of the Kalkaska Church of the Nazarene, our 
church has continued to demonstrate the power of prayer and loving like Jesus loves. 
This year we have focused on blessing our community. God can do amazing things 
without any contribution from humanity but He desires to work through us. “For it is 
God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.” Philippians 
2:13. Over the past year we have funded the purchase of two solar batteries for our 
sister churches in Ukraine, meals for our students at the Asia-Pacific Nazarene 
University, and Pop-Tarts for our missionaries in Italy. We have ministered at the Trout 
Festival, sent Crisis Care Kits, held a yard sale which allowed us to bless our 
community financially as we donated all the proceeds to our local senior center’s 
unmet financial needs fund. We blessed our community spiritually with a community 
prayer walk, mid-week Bible studies, hosting a revival, as well as, our community 
Thanksgiving service. We have blessed our community with opportunities for 
healthier living with educational classes on health, hydroponic gardening, and food 
preservation. We have reached out to our community with opportunities for 
fellowship with crafting night, game night, Christian movies, livestream Easter 
productions, and bonfires. I am thankful for the faithfulness demonstrated in loving 
one another through the giving of time, talents, and resources as we serve God’s 
kingdom together. “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” Acts 20:35. God has 
continued to bless us this year as we bless others. You cannot outgive God. I believe 
God is asking us to join Him in amazing things this year. Our church would ask that 
you join us in prayer for opportunities to reach our community with God’s love as we 
serve our mission field to bring people to Jesus. “May the God of peace, who through 
the blood of the eternal covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, the 
great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his will, and 
may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen.” Hebrews 13:20-21. I look forward to each new day God gifts us 
with for accomplishing His plan for this church, our community and our lives for His 
glory. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Nancy Grody 
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Lake Ann
The Rock



Greetings from Mancelona Church. We are a traditional church with faith hymns and 
holiness preaching. We encourage our people to testify and sing and pray. We plan 
on winning souls for Jesus this year. We always try to honor the Holy Spirit in our 
services. We have taken one new member by profession of faith. Although a small 
church we make paying our budgets a priority. We are accountable to God daily and 
work with purpose and hope.  

We are a mission minded church with great mission services with Queen Ottgen. Our 
people are titters and love giving to missions.  

I thank God for my wife who has been a great help to me in ministry. She has traveled 
with me from our home in Traverse City to Mancelona each Sunday for the last 10 
years. The Lord has blessed our travels.  

I love my church people, they are the best. We have had good relationships and have 
never had a bad board meeting in the ten years we have worshiped together.   

Thank-you Lord for my life, forgive my mistakes, and calm our hearts in this 
troublesome day. Amen. “Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope.” 
Lamentations 3:21   

Sincerely,  

Rev. Dennis P. Burton  
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Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  To the members of  this assembly we 
bring this greeting from the Huron Shores church of the Nazarene.   Our church is 
holding its own, waiting and hoping for a permanent pastor and family.  We have 
been preparing for them by putting new flooring down, water heater, at the  
parsonage, new chairs at the church, and working on producing our services on line. 
We have a great children’s program on Sunday afternoon. We have kids from our  
neighborhood who come that don’t attend our church on Sunday morning. Some 
don’t attend church anywhere.  From this group we have started a youth group that 
meets at our parsonage (youth center) that has a cool game room.  Our goal is to 
develop future leaders for our church. Even though we are a small in number church, 
we are still helping people in our community and our church.  We have been able to 
do so many things because of the faithful giving of the people.  One of our goals has 
been to retire our debt of $44, 500.  Three and a half years ago we embarked on a 
faith journey pastor Jim challenged us with.  First Sunday everything not marked 
“tithe goes on our debt. Today at this writing we are $6,600 in debt it won’t be long 
now.  We realize this can only happen as God is glorified and we exercise faith. We’ve 
had a great year and are looking forward to what and who God has in store for us. We 
are praying for some of our leaders with cancer and many other medical issues 
knowing our great Sovereign Lord who is the great Physician.  God has done an 
amazing job of resurrecting Huron Shores. The future looks bright and promising. 
Looking for lost souls for His Kingdom.   

Respectfully submitted, 

James E. Young   
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This has been another good year of ministry in the Eastern Upper Peninsula. We are 
grateful for the things God has done in and through us as we have sought to 
obediently follow the Spirit’s leading. We engaged our community by providing free 
fresh produce grown in our Community Garden, giving away backpacks and school 
supplies in preparation for a new school year, and by providing Christmas gifts to 19 
different children in 13 different families who have a parent who is incarcerated in 
Michigan. We have worked hard to be blessing to the families of our community and 
share Christ’s love in tangible ways. This year we have been intentional about 
understanding, articulating and obeying God’s call on us as the church. We believe 
that we exist to love the Lord with all our hearts, to love our neighbors as ourselves 
and bring them the hope of life in Jesus. To that end, we value prayer, worship, 
belonging, mentorship and outreach. For 85 years the Church of the Nazarene in 
Pickford has existed to follow Jesus’ leading and we are convinced that God is not 
done! We look forward to seeing what God will do as we seek to keep in step with the 
Spirit’s leading in every part of our lives (Galatians 5:25)! 
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Dr. Sunberg, Rev. Gilmore and Members & Friends of this NMD Assembly, 

It is a privilege to submit my twenty-second report on behalf of the wonderful men, 
women and children who call RCnaz their home. 

The Reed City Church of the Nazarene is continually striving to serve her neighbors 
with grace and generosity. With God’s blessing and the support of nearly 125 
individuals who have given their time, talents and treasures to Kingdom work, RCnaz 
is indeed making a difference within her community and surrounding area. 

Throughout 2025, it will be RCnaz’s mission to continually and confidently move 
closer to God knowing that He will transform us into recognizable reflections of His 
son Jesus Christ. 

Abundantly grateful for what has been and hopeful for what is yet to be. 

Rev. Chris DeMott 

Lead Pastor, RCnaz 
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This year at Weidman we were very intentional about evangelism and we put a set 
process in place. We had two people that got saved Savannah and Levi. After they got 
saved they were assigned a mentor who would take them through Chick Shavers 
booklet for new and growing Christian. The idea behind this was to get more people 
involved in the evangelical process and to grow strong relationship and help people 
grow in Christ. After Savannah and Levi go through the process of discipleship and 
complete Chick shavers booklet they are then encouraged to go through a class on 
Baptism. Then they will be encourage to get baptized when they are ready.  

The other thing we are doing falls more in line with discipleship. However, there is an 
adult foster care place called the Mcbride House 3 miles from our church in the 
village of Lake Isabella. Each week at the Mcbride house we hold a Bible study there 
in their facility. Often I have one or two other guys come with me from our church to 
minister to these gentleman at this facility which is actually their home. This gives 
people from Weidman Church of the Nazarene opportunities to minister and to learn. 

Lastly, one of the most successful ministries that we are apart of is our Home School 
co-op which is both educational and evangelical. Each Tuesday night at 6pm we have 
around 38 people including students working together to learn certain subjects like 
Sign Language, Orchestra, Math, Science, and wood shop. This gives these Home 
school students extra learning, a good Bible lesson, and lots of opportunities for 
socialization and making friends. This group has become more like family rather than 
just a group of people working together. 

In Christ, 

Rev. Matt Gunderman 
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