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This past year at Alanson Church of the Nazarene has been a meaningful season of 
growth and renewed hope in the life of this church community. We have continued to 
see His faithfulness at work among us in both visible and quiet ways. One of the 
clearest expressions of this has been through our food and clothing pantry, where we 
continue to serve, on average, 40-50 families and individuals every single week. This 
ministry is always a tangible reminder of Christ's love as we open our needs & seek to 
meet the needs of our community. 

We are also encouraged by the growth in our children's ministry. There is an increase 
in attendance with our children. We are now taking on the challenge of dividing one 
of our children's groups so we can better care for and disciple our youth that come 
through our doors. In addition, we have seen many new faces come and join us in 
worship and fellowship. During this time, some new leaders are stepping into roles 
alongside several of our other leaders who continue to faithfully lead and serve.  
There is also some spiritual growth happening in people's lives. We have several 
people that are currently seeking baptism. There are others also seeking membership 
with our community. These are encouraging, public testimonies to what God is 
working out personally in our community in this time. 

Due to these many blessings that continue to come, we are saving for the future. We 
are planning for the future, and because God is faithful and is continually at work, we 
are hopeful for the future here at Alanson Church of the Nazarene where we are 
continuing to learn and practice . . . "Loving God, Loving People, & Serving Other" 

With Grace and Peace, 
Pastor Blue 

Alanson



This past ministry year has been marked by intentional discipleship, community engagement, 
and continued momentum in church health and growth. From March 2025 through February 
2026, our focus has remained clear: Becoming disciples and making disciples. One of the 
most significant areas of emphasis has been strengthening our discipleship pathways. 
Through Sunday School, small groups, and intentional leadership development, we have 
worked to create environments where people are not only attending but growing spiritually. 
Our recent “Get in the Game” Sunday School initiative has brought renewed energy and 
participation across all age groups. By using creative, engaging themes and clear next steps, 
we have seen increased involvement and a stronger sense of connection within the church 
body. Our preaching ministry has also played a central role in spiritual formation. Sermon 
series such as Truth Bombs, Discipled, and King of All Kingdoms have challenged our 
congregation to live out biblical truth in practical ways. These messages have emphasized 
personal transformation, obedience to Christ, and a deeper understanding of God’s Word. 
We continue to see evidence that God is using the preaching of Scripture to shape lives and 
strengthen faith. Evangelism and community outreach have remained a priority. We have 
intentionally engaged our community through local events, partnerships, and personal 
connections. Special services such as Easter and Christmas, along with creative outreach 
opportunities, have provided meaningful entry points for guests. Our goal has been not only 
to draw people in but to help them take clear next steps toward a relationship with Jesus and 
involvement in the church. We have also continued to build strong relationships within our 
community. Through involvement in local schools, community organizations, and initiatives 
like GladYAC, we are seeking to be a visible and positive presence in Gladwin County. These 
partnerships have opened doors for ministry, allowing us to serve families, support educators, 
and invest in the next generation. Leadership development has been another key focus. We 
have worked closely with our church board, staff, and ministry leaders to cultivate a culture of 
unity, accountability, and shared vision. Regular evaluations, training opportunities, and 
intentional communication have helped strengthen our leadership structure. We are 
committed to raising up leaders who are spiritually mature and mission-focused. Pastoral care 
has remained an important part of our ministry. This year has included hospital visits, 
counseling, funerals, weddings, and ongoing support for individuals and families in need. 
These moments continue to provide opportunities to minister personally and demonstrate 
the love of Christ in tangible ways. As we look ahead, we are encouraged by what God has 
done and excited about what is to come. While we celebrate growth and progress, we remain 
committed to humility and dependence on the Lord. We believe that lasting fruit comes not 
from our efforts alone, but from faithful obedience to God’s calling. Thank you for your 
continued support, prayers, and partnership in ministry. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Rev. Martin M Hodge 

Beaverton



Big Rapids Church of the Nazarene Pastor’s Report Northern Michigan District 
Assembly, April 17th & 18th, 2026 Dr. Chambo, Rev. Gilmore, Delegates, and friends 
of this 41st Northern Michigan District; this is my Eighteenth report to this assembly 
as the Pastor of Big Rapids Church of the Nazarene. I would like to share the renewed 
vision for Big Rapids Church of the Nazarene, we have strived to reach out and bless 
our community for many years with a food, clothing, and necessities pantry and 
sharing the Hope and Love of Christ shared in this ministry.  

We have seen a drastic increase over the years of those not only needing help with 
food, but we have seen the same drastic increase for the need of every day basics 
items, including clothing, household goods, and an even more extreme need for 
much need items like soap, cleaner, and hygiene items. 

We have begun to offer this expanded ministry and have been able to touch 
hundreds of lives with everyday needs as well as encouragement and hope. It has 
been both amazing and painful to see how many in our community are in such dire 
need. 

Our renewed passion for this new year is to expand our reach into our community by 
seeking new avenues of connecting with those in need. As well as to share hope, love, 
and the message of Jesus Christ. 

We are looking for new ways to connect with our community so we can share the 
Love of Christ with anyone who has lost their way or have yet to find it. We are excited 
to see what avenues God will direct into as we move forward sharing the Love of 
Jesus with all who are struggling, and in need of encouragement, hope. 

It continues to be an honor and privilege to serve God’s people at Big Rapids Church 
of the Nazarene as well as the Northern Michigan District. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Robert A. Lyons Jr. 

Big Rapids



I bring to you my first report from Boyne City Church of the Nazarene. When Pastor 
Dan invited us to come visit Boyne City, We were very clear with the Lord that we 
would not come without God's assurance - 'Don't be afraid for I am with you.' He 
gave that assurance and we are so glad the Lord has brought us to this beautiful town. 
Boyne City has been on a downward trend for awhile, but it is nothing beyond God's 
ability to use the church to make a difference for Jesus in this tourist town. The Lord 
has laid the vision on our hearts to use the church to start a non-profit Craft Studio as 
a gift to our community. Therefore, we have already begun art classes, which are well 
attended by community and church members. We have set up a woodworking and 
hot glass studio and will begin classes soon. Our grand opening will be June 6, 2026. 
Along with the Craft Studios I am continuing my YouTube channel @hillsand valleys 
where I share a scripture and thoughts each day. I am 2 1/2 years into this and 
although this channel has never garnered a huge following, there are around 30 
people who watch every day. We are also broadcasting our Sunday services on 
Facebook. In the area of evangelism, we are adopting Alpha and praying that God 
will use our invitations and this medium to share Christ and the Christian life over and 
over again. There is hope and expectation as we journey forward together!  

Respectfully submitted,  

Bill Gartung 

Boyne City



 

 \ 

Buckley



Dr. Chambo, Rev. Gilmore, members and friends of the Assembly: 

This past  year has been one about sharing “The Story” and hand of God on a church 
called Cherry Grove Church of the Nazarene.   It all started just 6 years after the 
denomination was established when Dorothea Hayter heard two men, Rev. Charles 
and Myrtle Hanks, preaching in 1914 in Selma, Michigan.  That same year she had 
them speak in her orchard under the District tent and one year later, 1915, the church 
called Cherry Grove was organized.  With just 20 members, this young faithful group 
would see the hand of God as He removed obstacles so they could build their first 
church building.  This faithful group wasn’t shielded from trials as people began 
moving away in the 1920’s looking for jobs, but a group of faithful women would 
continue Sunday School.  In 1948 the church was reorganized with 8 charter members 
and by the hand of God it was able to build a basement under the existing church 
and expand the building to 33’ by 30’.   God was not done with this faithful group who 
was seeking Him and His Kingdom.  In 1985 Rev. James and Jennie Young would 
come straight from Nazarene Bible College and God’s faithfulness would continue as 
another building project was under way due to the growth of the church.  The new 
sanctuary was 40’ x 68’.   Then by the providence of the Lord, in 2007 a new building 
was erected on M55 under the leadership of Rev. Milton and Betty Hoose.   

What started out as a revival service in an orchard, has developed and matured into 
the Cherry Grove Church of the Nazarene.   Through the years there has been 205 
baptisms,  341 profession of faiths and 170 conversions, but those numbers don’t tell 
the whole story.  For over 111 years this church has seen many lives changed, 
marriages strengthened, and people transformed.  The hand of God that planted a 
church in 1915 to minister to Cherry Grove and surrounding area continues today.  
Today if you were to walk through our doors you will see a growing congregation 
sharing the love of Jesus, making disciples and serving alongside one another.   May 
God continue to use us to share “The Story.” 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Jeremy Gomez 

Cadillac
Cherry Grove



This past year has been exciting at Church of Discovery! While I know not many will 
read this report, I know that God sees all that we are doing and is smiling upon the 
Northern Michigan District and each of our churches.  

Our Church has had an active Bible study for the past few years. However, this year 
we instituted a discipleship group. At first, the congregation was hesitant as their 
definition of discipleship was skewed. However, the group has been growing and 
flourishing in the Lord. One of the young ladies in our group even found herself 
preaching/speaking at a library recently, even though she does not like to speak in 
public due to anxiety. This group is being spiritually formed by the Word of God and 
it is the most beautiful thing for me as a pastor to be a part of. Wednesday nights 
have become my favorite night of the week.  
 
One family in our church really takes care to have activities and food, while raising 
money for anything that is needed at the church or for outreach. This family pours 
their heart into whatever is needed. They are so creative and talented. This brings joy 
and life to our “after” church life.  

A reminder was given to me this year that not all who attend church are saved or 
walking with the Lord. As a pastor, I needed that reminder, that just because I see 
someone each week, even if they have been going to church longer than I have, this 
does not mean they have a relationship with Jesus. This year I had a young man come 
to me and ask to be baptized, and his parents also asked to be baptized once he 
asked. I was able to baptize the parents and their son. This family supported me 
unconditionally when I was appointed pastor, and I just assumed that they were in 
relationship with Jesus.  

Our congregation has caused me to grow in love as a pastor toward our community. 
It is easy to get caught up in the busyness of being a pastor, particularly a bi-
vocational one. However, I love when God brings me back to why He called me to 
pastor, His people. I am so grateful He called me, even though I am not worthy to be 
called. I am so grateful for a King who walks beside us and calls us His! 

  

Cadillac
Church of Discovery



God is so good! Our church has seen new growth and life over the last year. God is 
doing amazing things in Cadillac! 

Many times we have families visit or even start attending from other churches. But last 
year, we had a family start attending who knew next to nothing about church. Some 
friends who attended invited them, and our 11:00 starting time meant they could 
sleep in and still attend. Bonus! This couple and their two boys came one Sunday and 
heard about a God who loves them, even in the middle of the mess and our poor 
decisions and our lost-ness. They heard about this God who loves especially those in 
the margins and edges of society, the outcasts, the ones who don’t fit in. And they saw 
that love reflected in us.  

Praise God that He loves us enough, imperfect though we are, to invite us to be a part 
of His transforming work in the world! Our new friends are regular, active parts of our 
church now, and we’re excited for what God will do in and through them in the days 
to come. 

Our church is growing deeper together in faith and our dependence on God day by 
day. He is doing something new in our community, and we plan to follow along 
behind Him wherever He leads!   

Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Gil F. Thibault 

Cadillac
First Church



As a newly appointed leader I feel obligated to point out that our church has been 
through a significant and challenging situation this year. The amount of stress that the 
local church body has had to endure due to operating without a leader can not be 
over stated. I believe that this is reflected in nearly every statistical column and want 
to affirm you that we are (as a collective) moving forward from here. I look forward to 
reporting what I presume will be a healthy increase in statistical data this time next 
year. 

 

Charlevoix



Highlights of the year include: 1. Paying off the church mortgage, after only 3 years. 2. 
Substantial increase in mid-week Bible study numbers. 3. Continued and increased 
outreach into the local community through an annual prayer walk, biker blessing, 
snowmobile breakfast, helping with ice storm recovery, etc. 4. Began to maintain a 
regular day off for pastors. 5. Increase in worship attendance.6. Increase in attendance 
for both men's and women's fellowship times. 7. Began a teen Bible quizzing team. 

Goals for the upcoming year include: 1. A mentoring program within the local church. 
2. Structured evangelism training. 3. Taking in 5 or 6 new members (we are at the 
cusp of their readiness and willingness). 

Our church verse for last year was Romans 12:2, with the word for the year as 
"transformed". This year's verse, 2 Timothy 1:7, is reminding us as a church body that 
God has given us what we need to be faithful followers. Our word for this year is 
"empowered.", and we certainly are hoping for fruitful responses to preaching and 
teaching of God's Word this year for our church body and our faith community. 

Cheboygan



Cohort Oral Report 

 

Clare



 
“For from him and through him and for him are all things. To him be the glory forever! 
Amen.” (Romans 11:36). To God be the glory; great things He has done! Following are 
some highlights for the East Tawas church for the 2025-26 church year: In April, the 
church board prayerfully developed a three-year vision and ministry plan for the 
church. This plan has been instrumental in staying focused on key ministry objectives 
and ensuring that resources are being utilized strategically. In July, we hosted an 
indoor rummage sale for a local non-profit organization that supports foster children. 
The sale was an effective fundraiser for the organization. Approximately 300 people 
passed through the church. In August, we celebrated the 60th anniversary of the East 
Tawas church. Special activities included inviting the community to celebrate with us 
on Saturday, August 9th with free ice cream sundaes, live music, face painting and 
games for children, and a demonstration of emergency response vehicles. On 
Sunday, August 10th, 97 people attended a concert in the morning worship service 
with the Souls Harbor gospel trio and an all-church potluck dinner. In the weeks 
leading up to the celebration, we reflected on how the Lord has worked in and 
through the East Tawas Church of the Nazarene over the past six decades. We also 
looked ahead in anticipation of all the Lord will do as we continue to walk in faithful 
obedience with Him. From October 12-15, we hosted revival services with Dr. Lenny & 
Rev. Joy Wisehart. This was a wonderful time of spiritual renewal. Several in our 
church family have shared testimonies of spiritual growth and healing. The church’s 
food bank continues to provide much needed food assistance to families in Iosco 
County. More than 200 people received assistance through the food bank this past 
year. We thank God for His transforming work in our lives. It is a blessing to serve Him 
and His Church. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Rev. Mark Peters, Pastor 

East Tawas



This past year God has blessed our congregation with growth in the area of children and youth 
ministries. 

In April we took our kids to a local senior center where the children assisted the seniors with 
Easter Egg decorating .and sang a hymn. That went so well, that at Christmas the children took 
their Christmas program to the center and performed. Then they stayed to help the seniors 
decorate Christmas cookies. We have been invited to an additional senior center this year. 

June brought Children Evangelism Fellowship to our yard for a 5-day kid’s camp Vacation Bible 
School. We averaged 10 children per day, and the kids have now asked if we could do two camps 
per year. 

We had 5 kids go to District Kid’s camp (one as a junior counselor). They had such a great time 
they convinced their grandparents to stay for family camp. The next Sunday two of the children 
asked to be baptized. What a celebration! They are already talking about this summer’s camp. 
 
In the fall we started a Caravan program, including a nursery study for those too young for 
Caravan. Over the last month we started using Foundry Bible Quizzing materials for Sunday 
School to prepare our kids and youth for District quizzing meets in the future. 

One of our young ladies arranged a tea party this winter and not only invited the ladies from the 
church, but some friends who do not attend our church (an up-and-coming evangelist).  

Four of our youth attended District Celebrate Life for the first time and are excited to be going on 
to Olivet University for the Regional Celebrate Life. 

The Cycle of Resurgence theme for 2025 was to “Bring People to Jesus”. In addition to baptizing 
three children and 1 youth, 2 adults were baptized. We continued our Chapel Ministry during the 
UP State Fair, Labor Day Show and Christmas in the Village, handing out hundreds of tracts. We 
moved Dawn’s Free Table to the church, giving us the opportunity to minister to our neighbors, 
giving them access to free clothes, toiletries, and household items. Kids and adults took a trip to 
Cheboygan to help the Lord’s Kitchen with their Christmas in July fundraiser, and to do some 
clean-up after an ice storm hit the area. 

Going forward, we are excited to be offering Alpha Courses which we believe fits well with the 
Cycle of Resurgence 2026 theme -Becoming Christlike Disciples. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Pastor Ann Salyer 

Escanaba



Dr Chambo, Rev Gilmore, Ladies and Gentlemen of this year's district assembly, 
Greetings from the beautiful port city of Frankfort. It is my privilege to bring to you my twenty 
first report. I continue to stand in awe of the mighty hand of God as He uses a church small in 
numbers but huge in a missional heart to service our local community. What is amazing is 
how so many people from around our community are willing to be a part of our ministry even 
through they do not attend our local church. As our ministry of Cans for a Cause continues to 
grow in its outreach, we find ourselves with new challenges to meet. Our community knows 
that our church has a big heart and is willing to help in any way possible. 
Our neighborhood is quite literally growing, as the lot which our church sold last year to the 
local land trust, now has four beautiful new homes on it. We are so excited to have new 
families living next to the church and look forward to the opportunity to serve them as our 
neighbors.  
As I have already mentioned we were blessed to sell a vacant lot between the church and 
parsonage. With the proceeds were we able to have a new roof installed on both the church 
as well as parsonage. We also replaced all the doors and windows in the parsonage; we also 
contracted for new siding on the parsonage as the old siding was literally crumbling. God is 
good. 
I would like to finish with this. My family and I witnessed Gods mighty hand as he brought  our 
grandson back to life. Our grandson was born with his umbilical cord wrapped around his 
neck. For two hours my daughter was pushing her unborn son into this world unknown to 
anyone that each movement down the birth canal was tightening the cord around his neck. 
When they finally got him out, he was lifeless. Praise the Lord the doctors were able to 
perform CPR and place a breathing tube into his airway. The first idea was to life flight him to 
Hellen DeVos hospital from Traverse City but because of an ice storm, flights, including 
medical transport helicopters were grounded.  Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital  sent a very 
special ambulance up to Traverse to transport to Grand Rapids. This particular ambulance is 
basically a moving hospital. It was equipped with the life saving equipment that was needed 
to start cooling the baby down. Cooper was in a cooled state to combat the devastation to 
the brain caused by no oxygen to the brain after birth. 
 The first prognosis was devastating to our family as the doctors were reporting That a MRI 
was showing severe brain damage. At this point in my testimony, I would like to mention that 
prayer warriors across this nation were lifting up little Cooper. After 72 hours of being kept in 
a cool state in order to give his brain time to heal, another MRI was preformed and it was 
discovered that Cooper’s brain had only three small lesions that could be corrected with 
therapy. Our family knows firsthand that God performed an incredible miracle for our family, 
and we give Him all the praise, honor, and glory.  
Respectfully submitted, 

Rev William Borton 

Frankfort
Family of Faith



In this past year we have experienced different challenges. We have continued to 
have on an average of 15-20 people in attendance on Sunday mornings. This past 
December I came into the church on a Sunday morning, and the furnace didn't kick 
on. So, I went and started adjusting the temperature on the thermostat and then 
moved on to the furnace and started checking things. The furnace started working 
and so I didn't think anything else about it at the time. I came back to church the next 
Sunday, and the furnace didn't kick on again. Now it did work on Wednesday night. 
So, I started looking at things again and didn't get it going. Dennis looked at it when 
he got to church and we were able to get it going again. We found a purge valve has 
gone bad. I started pricing out the purge valve and found it to be $1500.0o just for 
the part. I wasn't 100% convinced that was the only thing needed so we called in the 
experts. We were able to get the little furnace up and going for the back room, but 
not our main furnace for the sanctuary. It was going to be roughly $2300.00 for the 
part through them. The furnace was the original one from when the church was built. 
We did get a couple of quotes on a new furnace and was able to get one coming. 
Now during the month or so without a furnace heating the church we were still able to 
have church because we were able to use the little furnace and a couple of patio 
heaters a couple from church had they were not using. While going through the 
process of getting the furnace ready to be installed we were trying to figure it out 
financially. We didn't have money in the budget for it. We were blessed with having 
the money donated for the furnace. God knew the money was available at that time 
and even during the really cold temperatures outside we were able to keep the 
church warm enough on the inside everyone was comfortable sitting through Sunday 
School and church. God's Supernatural Power at work. We might not see how it will 
happen, but God knows. 

   
Respectfully submitted, 

Rev. Ronald A. VanSyckle 
  

Fremont



Gaylord Church of the Nazarene/ In the 2025-2026 Church year the Church has 
continued to grow in numbers, but also in faith and fellowship. the Children's Ministry 
brings energy into the worship service. the woman's ministry has regular events for 
not only the congregation, but for the community.  

Our morning worship is lively and full of spirit; our prayer team is kept busy with many 
requests for prayer.  

We continue to look for ways to impact in our community and beyond.  

Sincerely,  
 

Robert Miner, Lead Pastor 

   

Gaylord



Pastor’s Report Northern Michigan District Assembly April 16-17, 2026 This year 
marks my 38th year of ministry and my 25th year of serving as Pastor of the Gladwin 
Church of the Nazarene. I marvel at God’s grace and mercy as He has allowed me to 
serve Him and to minister alongside the faithful saints of the Gladwin Church of the 
Nazarene. I stand in awe at what God has accomplished through us this past year. 
There have been many challenges - both personally and professionally but as always, 
“Nothing is Impossible when we put our Trust in God”. God is Good! All the time! This 
past year, we have experienced firsthand how much He loves and cares for us. As a 
Pastor and congregation we have had to deal with a huge, dream changing 
disappointment. Then almost in the next breath He opens a new window, a new 
challenge that we were not expecting. Last year’s new friends have become this year’s 
fellow servants. We are reminded that “He who began a new work in us, will continue 
until the end.” We continue to seek God’s blessing and direction as we serve the 
needy in Gladwin County. Refining what it means to be the “Hands & Feet” of Jesus! 
God’s grace is sufficient for our need. He comes to us with open arms and loves us as 
we are. We continue to strive to serve Him as He leads us to do His will. Respectfully 
submitted, Mark D. Boyce, Pastor Gladwin Church of the Nazarene 

Respectfully submitted, 
Mark D. Boyce, Pastor 
Gladwin Church of the Nazarene 

Gladwin



In the world today, we all see, and hear of the struggles within people’s lives 
happening all around us. We witness chaotic events that are occurring all around the 
world that invoke anxiety and feelings of restlessness among people. I believe, the 
church plays a pivotal role in where we must engage people’s lives with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ!  

As I drafted this report, it reminded me of the theme song to cheers (1983). I am sure 
we are all familiar with the tune; But not the lyrics? Here below is the first verse and 
chorus: Verse: “Making your way in the world today; Takes everything you've got. 
Taking a break from all your worries Sure would help a lot. Wouldn't you like to get 
away?” Chorus: “Sometimes you wanna go; Where everybody knows your name and 
they're always glad you came You wanna be where you can see, Our troubles are all 
the same. You wanna be where everybody knows your name.” Songwriters: Gary 
Portnoy Judy Hart Cheers Theme (Original Demo) lyrics © Addax Music Co. Inc.  

This is exactly where we as the Church of the Nazarene play an essential role in the 
lives of people that are struggling often without hope in a sin-sick world. At Harrison 
Temple, we are engaging in the community where we live. We are meeting people 
where they are; going to their homes and sharing the love of Jesus; extending a hand 
of friendship, praying with those in which we meet. By reaching outward into our 
community, we have gained four new members by profession of faith.  

People today, want to go where everybody knows their name!” “And they’re always 
glad you came…” You are always welcome at Harrison Temple Church of the 
Nazarene! 
  

Respectfully Submitted, 

William L. Dyke 

Harrison Temple



Greetings to Dr. Chambo, Rev. Dan and Jackie Gilmore, Members and Friends of this 
Northern Michigan District Assembly.  

This is my first time to do an APR. One down and many more to go. When I found out 
as a Supply Pastor that I would be responsible for doing this report, it made me feel a 
little anxious. I feel like the 30 years of hearing the stories of the dreadful yearly pastor 
report played a role in that. I must say that after doing one myself, they are not so bad. 
Probably the ease from technology today.  

I am pleased to be able to report that here in Iron River, we still hold three services a 
week. On Sunday's we have Sunday school, morning and evening worship, and 
Wednesday evening bible study. Our NYI meet on Wednesday evening as well. Every 
last Sunday evening of the month we have our mission service with a fellowship to 
celebrate those with Birthday's or Anniversaries during that month.  

While we have not seen a lot of growth in numbers, there has not been a decline 
either. We have just maintained. Our desire is that we would be able to reach the lost 
for Christ and outgrow the building we are currently in. We do not want to be a 
church that just maintains what we have. We were given a command. Matthew 28: 
18-19 says "Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit".  

My prayer for every member of every church district wide this year is that the Lord 
would continue to give us the wisdom needed to reach the lost in our communities. 
That we do not merely exist but are purposeful in pursuing Christ, so the He may be 
magnified in each of our lives. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Timothy Hall Jr.  

Iron River
Community



In my fifth year as the pastor of the Kalkaska Church of the Nazarene, our church has 
continued to demonstrate the power of prayer and being people who love like Jesus 
loves. This year, we have focused on loving those around us. God desires to love 
through our lives. “Dear Children, let us not love with words or tongue but with 
actions and in truth.” (1 John 3:18) Over the past year, we have been able to love 
those in our community through our prayers, which included circling them in prayer 
over a 2-mile community prayer walk, praying with them at our booth during Trout 
festival, and praying over them during our 24-hour prayer weekends. We came 
alongside those who were struggling and those who were mourning. We rejoiced 
with those who were rejoicing because of their opportunities to serve God in amazing 
ways. And we shared our lives with those who were new to the faith. Because of your 
generosity, books that will help others understand who Jesus is were printed on our 
mission field in their native language, socks and other essential clothing items were 
donated to our local schools, vehicles were purchased to reach the outback of 
Australia, and ministers facing hard times were encouraged as we came alongside. 
We loved our community spiritually by offering several Bible studies, hosting a revival, 
and coming together to worship at our community Thanksgiving service. We have 
loved those in our community with opportunities to come together to learn new life 
skills like hydroponic gardening and food preservation. Thank you for your 
faithfulness in loving one another through your time, your talents, and your resources 
as we serve God’s kingdom together. You cannot outgive God, and “God loves a 
cheerful giver.” (2 Corinthians 9:7) God has continued to bless us as we love each 
other. We were challenged this year to find a one. One person with whom you can 
invest your time and your heart to bring them closer to God. We have come together 
with prayer partners in sharing our burdens and lifting one another in prayer. God 
continues to change hearts, always starting with ours first. We, as a church, committed 
to reading His Word more faithfully, serve more intentionally, and be more connected 
to one another. Many have shared that it was the first year they had read the Bible 
through. How exciting is that! God is asking us to continue to love Him first and 
foremost and love others as He has loved us. So, as this fiscal year comes to a close, a 
new year begins. Join me in prayer as we, the Church, continue to reach, love, and 
disciple those around us. “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to 
do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” (Ephesians 2:10) 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Rev. Nancy Grody 

Kalkaska



I thank the Lord for eleven years as pastor at Mancelona. We have a great group of 
people who love to sing the faith hymns and hear gospel preaching. The Holy Spirit is 
present in our services and the alter is always open for prayer and for sharing 
testimonies. Our church secretary Howard Ottgen died and is now with the Lord. We 
miss him. His daughter has taken his position as secretary. Queen ottgen is our 
mission president she keeps the church excited about missions. They respond by 
giving generously to Alabaster, the world evangelism fund and crisis care packages, 
etc. God bless our missionary’s around the world. This year we have seen painting, 
cleaning, fixing and improvements throughout the church from the front door to the 
back door. I believe in divine healing and have seen evidence of this. I believe in the 
teachings of the Bible, staying focused on the cross, and the rapture of the church. 
We are living in the last days, Jesus is coming! Our goal is to reach young people and 
children. This is necessary for our future. Our prayer is for revival. May the Lord give us 
souls. Thank you to the church for being good to me. God is good, he saves and 
sanctifies me. 

Mancelona



 

Oscoda
Huron Shores



It is a privilege to be part of what God is doing at New Horizons in Pickford! I am 
grateful for the great people of this church and their deep desire to follow Jesus 
together. Last year we took time to look through Scripture and identify our God-given 
mission. We exist to love the Lord our God, to love our neighbors as ourselves and 
bring them the hope of life in Jesus. We do this through prayer, worship, belonging, 
mentorship and outreach. 

This year we have sought to intentionally live in to that mission and those values. We 
conducted a week-long outdoor VBS at our local park as a way to reach into our community. 
Through that ministry, we were able to meet some local families and share Christ’s love with 
them, all while having a great time. We have a Community Garden that provides free, fresh 
produce to everyone who wants it. During the harvest, our sharing tables were filled with 
squash, lettuce, corn, pumpkins, onions and thousands of tomatoes. Others from the 
community also began to leave produce from their own gardens or other goods that would 
be helpful to people in need. It was a great way to help take care of our neighbors. At 
Christmas time, our church provided a gift to 23 local children who have a parent who is 
incarcerated in the state of Michigan. These gifts were given to the children in the name of 
their incarcerated parent. It was a tangible way to share the good news of Christ with the kids 
as well as their parents. 

In February, a small group from our church headed down to the Sacramentine Monastery in 
Conway to spend the weekend with Jesus in prayer. We met together and separately seeking 
to open our hearts to God through Scripture, prayer, silence and solitude. It was a powerful 
time together! 

This year I have also had the chance to participate in a cohort of pastors from the district 
focused on becoming more effective in preaching through the Preaching Collaborative. The 
material we go over together is good and has helped me to be intentional in preparing and 
shaping the message God wants me to share each week. What I like most of all is the 
opportunity to better get to know other pastors on our district. It has been encouraging to 
meet with them and hear what God is doing in them and in their churches. I’m thankful for the 
chance to be a part of that group. 

We are especially thankful that God opened the way to bring Pastor Craig Bickel and his wife 
Debbie to Pickford to partner in ministry together. They bring a wealth of wisdom, sincere 
hearts that seek first Christ and his Kingdom and they are already a vital part of our church 
family. We are so grateful that God brought them here and we know that we will benefit from 
God’s ministry to us through them. 

Pickford



Dr. Chambo, Rev. Gilmore and Members & Friends of this NMD Assembly, It is a 
privilege to submit my twenty-third report on behalf of the wonderful men, women 
and children who call RCnaz their home. The Reed City Church of the Nazarene has 
been blessed over this past year by God’s graciousness and generosity. As a 
congregation, RCnaz has served her neighbors and opened her doors with an ever-
growing hospitality. Over 140 individuals have given their time, talents and treasures 
to Kingdom work. RCnaz is indeed making a difference within her community and 
surrounding area. Throughout 2026, RCnaz will prayerfully strive to fulfill her mission 
as together each individual moves closer to God with the assurance that He will 
transform us into recognizable reflections of His son Jesus Christ. Abundantly grateful 
for what has been and hopeful for what is yet to be. 

Rev. Chris DeMott Lead Pastor, RCnaz 
 

Reed City



It has been a year of transition, change, and renewal at Traverse City First Church of 
the Nazarene. During the 7 months of transition between Pastors, the Church Board 
rallied to guide the body of believers forward as they sought out a new pastoral team, 
putting in many hours of service as they prayed steadfastly for the future of the 
church. Their efforts went above and beyond the call of duty. In July of 2025 my wife 
Chelsey and I took over as the pastoral team at TCNaz. By God’s grace we’ve been 
serving 9 months now, and God is moving in beautiful ways. During the first few 
months we as a church established a Bible study, a prayer group, and continued the 
teens ministry. We also began an adult Sunday school. The worship team, led by 
worship director Amy, and supported by Evie, Joe, and Jennifer have contributed 
numerous hours of practice and preparation to ensure high quality worship 
experiences for our church services. In Autumn we hosted a pumpkin patch 
fundraiser outside our main entrance, Chelsey led up this effort and did an amazing 
amount of work. Dozens of church members and leaders volunteered as well, and 
provided baked goods, hours of service, and kindness and love to the surrounding 
community. The event was a success and brought a sense of unity to the body of 
believers. Grace Point Cafe our community meal has continued to flourish with 
wonderful volunteers like Al and Darlene who do so much to make sure the 
community continues to receive the blessing of these meals. We hosted a candlelight 
Christmas Eve service this year, which was well attended and helped us all celebrate 
the birth of our savior in a reverent way. As we move forward as a church into a new 
season, we pray for the leading of the Holy Spirit, and seek to develop a core vision 
for the future of our church, centered on Jesus Christ and His victory on the cross. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Justin S. Steckbauer 

Traverse City



Some of the highlights for the following year are as follows. The addition of Gina and 
Mike, as well as Kevin and Rosa to lead worship has been very refreshing and has 
revived our church. Their willingness to use their gifts has been an answer to prayer.  

Our Co-op has reached new milestone we now have broken the 40 person number 
and we currently have 41 with students and parents.  

Also, a brand new Ministry that we started on February 12th called Center shot 
archery. This has been a great way to reach 4th - 12th grade students. We have 6 
people that help with this. We have had as many as 13 students at once and would 
have 16 students in total if they all came consistently on the same night. This has been 
by far the best way that we have tried to reach students with the Gospel aside from 
our Home School Co-op.  

Our weekly attendance with all ministry put together is 82. In addition to this we have 
a another group of people that use our church on Friday nights. The Mennonite 
group typically runs approximately 30 people. We need to give God praise for all that 
is taking place in our building.  

Weidman Church of the Nazarene will continue to put God first in all things and 
continue to look for opportunities to grow the kingdom of God here in Weidman.  

Matthew 6:33-34 says, “33&But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. 34&Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”  

Acts 1:14;They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and 
Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers.  

Matthew 28:18 ;Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on 
earth has been given to me. 19 ;Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
20 ;and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Weidman


