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I’ve got this. Three simple words hold such great significance. I was so focused on the

things that I had to get done, I lost sight of what matters most.  No, I didn’t finish cleaning

out the closet or clean out the car or any of the other tasks I wanted to get done.

However, I did get to tell over 100 children that God loves them and that they are

treasured. I did get to share many wonderful and unforgettable moments with my foster

daughter. Through it all, God was with me. When I changed my focus to what I did do

instead of what I didn’t do, I felt great relief. Subsequently, I was reminded of Joshua 1:9,

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened, and do

not be dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”  

If you are anything like me, sometimes you need a slight nudge. A simple reminder that

you are not on this journey alone.  God is beside you the entire way. You just need to take

the time to stop, focus and listen. As you transition into the school year and are putting

your schedules together, I pray that you take time to do just that!  Furthermore, I pray

that you incorporate some quality “God time” into your schedule. Purposefully, create

time slots in your schedule each day to pray, read the Bible, reflect, or just be still and

listen. The summer chaos may have caused us to slip on our old routines and may have

left our spiritual life lacking. Nonetheless, it is not too late to create new spiritual habits or

get back to the ones we left behind. Don’t let life’s busyness get in the way of your

relationship with God. Stop, catch your breath, and listen. “Whoever has ears, let them

hear.” Matthew 11:15. 

PRAYER: Dear Heavenly Father, Thank you for providing us with your grace and mercy and

continuously reminding us that You’ve got this. Be with each of us as we transition into

new daily routines and schedules. Help us to keep our focus on You, Lord. Remind us that

You are with us wherever we go. We love you and we pray this is Jesus’ name. Amen

While summer comes to an end and school starts,

creating routines and schedules becomes a

priority. Juggling sports schedules, doctor’s

appointments, and other after-school activities

can be overwhelming. If you are anything like me,

you are still trying to figure out just exactly where

and how did the time go by so fast! You may be

disheartened and frustrated that you didn’t

accomplish all of your plans and goals. Further

aggravating is the fact that you just keep adding

to the list of things to do instead of checking

things off! Just when I get defeated and am about

to give up, I stop and re-focus. When I slow down

and listen, I hear God whisper “Lisa, I’ve got this.” 

Lisa Burgess
District SDMI Superintendent,
Children's Ministires Director -
Beaverton COTN

"...you are not
on this
journey

alone. God is
beside you
the entire
way."

http://nmdnaz.org/
http://nazarene.org/
https://www.holinesstoday.org/


Rev. Dale Freed is a tenured evangelist  in the

Church of the Nazarene.  He is available for

pulpit supply and revival services. You can

contact  him at: 

dale@dalefreed.com

989-493-9044

DUANE & SHERRY

NELSON

 

DALE FREED

I would like to introduce myself to the

Northern Michigan District ministerial team

and churches. My wife, Sherry, and I recently

moved up to the Gaylord area from pastoring

the last 20 years at the Madison Heights CotN

on the Eastern Michigan District. Previously I

was active on NMD as pastor of the Charlevoix

CotN.

The Lord has called us to organic ministry in

the smaller towns in our area and to provide

prayerful support for other organic ministries,

pastors and families, and our district. We are

in the beginning stages and are doing our best

to take direction from the Holy Spirit for our

next step.

As our organic ministry is developing, I am

available to you as a prayer warrior, pulpit

supply, and weekend special services or

meetings.  Here are my contacts:

loss2gain@gmail.com

248-525-3418 (voice/text)
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DISTRICT
PICNIC

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2021

REED CITY COTN

5300 220th Ave.   Reed City, MI

 Join us for food, fun and fellowship.

Lunch served at 1:00 pm.

Lunch will be provided.   Bring your chairs or blankets and join us. 

 Games and activities for the kids. 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Gregg Chenoweth

President - Olivet Nazarene University

This event is FREE but to help us prepare please click here

to RSVP.

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/northern-michigan-district-picnic-tickets-161916543741


October 2, 10:00 (Saturday) - Local NMI District Presidents' Training Day-

                   Traverse City First COTN 

October 3, 10:30am (Sunday morning) - Traverse City First COTN

October 3, 6:00pm (Sunday evening) - Cadillac First COTN

October 4,  (Monday) - Kalkaska COTN

October 5,  (Tuesday) - Charlevoix COTN

October 6,  (Wednesday) - New Horizons COTN, Pickford 

October 7,  (Thursday) - Lighthouse COTN, Escanaba

October 8,  (Friday) - Community COTN, Iron River

2021 - NMI Missionary Deputation Tour

with Steven and Rebecca Barber

Missionaries in Thailand 

Steven and Rebecca Barber have been serving as missionaries in Thailand

since 2016. They were commissioned as Nazarene Missionaries on Global

Assignment to the Asia-Pacific Region in 2021.   We are happy to have them on

the Northern Michigan District. 

Registration information is available at your local
 NMD Church of the Nazarene

Steven & Rebecca Barber



O C T O B E R  2 1 - 2 4

H O M E C O M I N G

& FAMILY WEEKEND 2021

Register and purchase tickets at
Olivet.edu/HC

Presidential Inauguration

Friday, 10am - Centennial Chapel

Tiger Athletic Competitions

Friday, 5:15pm & 7:30pm - McHie Arena

Saturday, 12pm, Ward Field

Taste of Olivet

Friday, 9:30pm, Chalfant Hall

Undergraduate Class Reunions

Saturday, 9:30am & 3pm - Various Locations

Homecoming Concert

Saturday, 7pm - Centennial Chapel

President's Prayer Breakfast

Sunday, 8am - Chalfant Hall

Dr. Gregg Chenoweth
President - Olivet Nazarene University

http://olivet.edu/hc


2021

Sept. 4 - District Picnic - Reed City COTN

Oct. 2 - Local NMI Presidents' Training Day - Traverse City First COTN

Oct. 7 - Prime Time & Grandparents Day at Olivet Nazarene University

Oct. 3-8 - NMI Missionary Deputation Tour 

Oct. 8-9 - District Women's Retreat - Lakeside Resort in Houghton Lake

Oct. 21-24 - Homecoming at Olivet Nazarene University

Dec. 4 - Pastor and Family Christmas Gathering - Delamar Resort, Traverse City

2022

Jan. 29 - District Board of Ministry - Traverse City First COTN

Feb. 17 - District Advisory Board - Traverse City First COTN

March 11-13 - Pastor and Spouse Retreat - Delamar Resort, Traverse City

April 22-23 - District Assembly - Clare COTN

May 21 - NMI Convention - New Horizons COTN, Pickford

2023

June 9-16 - General Assembly - Indianapolis, Indiana

July 5-9 - Nazarene Youth Conference (NYC) - Tampa Bay, Florida

The latest issue of NCM Magazine

is now online! 

We are excited to share stories of

Nazarene churches who are serving

with Christ’s compassion around

the world.

See how churches are spreading

hope.

U p c o m i n g  E v e n t s

The prayer mobilization line is a great
way to stay informed and updated
about our missionaries and their
ministries and prayer requests. Go to
www.nazarene.org/nmi/prayer. 
 Scroll to the bottom of the page if
you would like to subscribe. 

Prayer Mobilization Line

https://www.ncm.org/2020-issue-2
http://www.nazarene.org/nmi/prayer

